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Get local.
Support local.

A: 3/87 Sydney St, Kilmore 
: (03) 5734 3344 
: info@nhprinting.com.au

Business Cards
From gloss to velvet, gold and 
metallic foiling, nearly anything is 
possible for your business card.

• Booklets
• Flyers
• Invoice Books
• Magnets
• Stickers

Plus much more!

nhprinting.com.au
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part of

First Home Buyer? - we can help

5427 4262
87 HIGH STREET WOODEND 3442

OCTOBER IN THE GARDEN

by Melanie Kinsey

Trevor and I spent six weeks in our caravan 
touring outback NSW and QLD during July and 
August. So the garden needed my attention 
when we returned. 

Unlike last year there was no 
damage to either buildings or 
trees, but a few weeds had popped 
up while we were away. My plan 
to only have succulents in pots 
because they need less watering 
worked well; with none of them 
turning a hair during the six weeks 
with no attention. I tipped about 
100mm out of the rain gauge; so I 
was surprised to find dry soil when 
I dug down 200mm. I then had to 
hand-water some of the new plants 
in the garden beds. 

The broad beans are doing well 
and are starting to get cute black 
and white flowers.

 I nipped out the tops of a few to 
steam and eat with a meal. They were 
a bit underwhelming. The sweet peas 
had flopped onto the ground and 
appear to have been nibbled by the 
rabbits. I’ve now wound them up 
into their trellis and my fingers are 
crossed for a colourful, scented show 
this month.

My murnong daisies (Microseris sp.) 
that I potted up before we left have 
grown very well.  Before I plant them 
in the garden, I will make a rabbit 
proof box out of old chicken wire to 
protect them. Rabbits (and sheep) are 
the reason for the decline of murnong 
daisies in Victoria. 

Just once I would like to grow 
enough to be able to harvest their 
tubers and see what they taste like.

It was a staple food for indigenous 
Australians. I have also sown some 
seed of gymea lilies (Doryanthes sp.) 
but only a few of them have come up 
and sadly none of the seed of Sturt’s 
desert pea collected last year has 
come up at all.

CUTE little everlasting daisies in 
the Outback.
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Send us your thoughts and ideas for what you think could happen in Romsey.
The Romsey Rag is available at both Supermarkets, Library, Servo, Post 
office and most businesses on Main Street as well as Online.

Community Newspaper Association 
of Victoria - the voice of 
the community
The Romsey Rag is proud a member 
of the CNAV. It is the peak body 
representing not-for-profit community 
newspapers across Victoria.

FOR ALL CORRESPONDENCE: email@theromseyrag.com.au. Please note articles 
should be restricted to 300-350 words plus/minus a picture. Articles will be edited 
as required. The editorial committee reserve the right not to print inflammatory or 
unsuitable materials.
DISCLAIMER: The views expressed by contributors are their own and not endorsed 
by the publisher or the editor of The Romsey Rag. No responsibility is accepted by the 
publisher or the editor for the accuracy of any information contained in the text or 
advertisements. The editor and publisher reserve the right to reject any submissions or 
advertisement for any reason. Publishing decisions are not based on subject matter and 
we reserve the right to edit all submissions. We have a policy of allowing all political parties 
equal access to this platform. We will not print or disseminate any content that we consider 
to be defamatory, racist, discriminatory or hateful in any way.

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 2025 Annual General Meeting of THE ROMSEY 
RAG Inc will be held on Tuesday 14th October 

at 7.30pm in the Supper Room at Romsey 
Mechanics’ Institute.

Everyone is welcome

For further information, email Allan at  
content@theromseyrag.com.au

The “End of an Era”, 
Joe and Lina retire 
after 42 years at 
“Romsey Hair Design”
Joe and Lina Morabito have 

hung up the clippers, scissors and 
hair dryers for the final time after 
opening and operating their 112 
Main Street hairdressing and barber 
shop since 1983.

It’s impossible to know how 
many clients from Romsey and the 
surrounding area have sat in their chairs to get their hair cut, styled, coloured or permed.

They have run their business continuously for longer than any other shop in Romsey 
and have witnessed many changes in the town during that time. Many people have 
brought their children and even their grandchildren to the shop.

Both Joe and Lina are passionate about the region. Lina previously ran hairdressing 
businesses in Macedon and Woodend, before establishing Romsey Hair Design with 
Joe. Joe demonstrated his commitment to the town and shire during his time as a 
councillor for East Ward, first from 2003 to 2004, then from 2008 to 2014.

In an era where many small businesses struggle and often have a short lifespan, 
Romsey Hair Design’s 42 years in business is impressive!

We wish Joe and Lina all the best in their retirement.
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Interested in meeting like minded people with a passion for 
photography? 

Whether you are a complete novice or a fully ßedged professional, 

join us for workshops, tutorials, walkabouts, competitions, social 
outings and more.

Club Nights 
First and second Monday of the month 
(February - November, including public 

holidays)
7pm for 7:30pm start time

Jubilee Hall, 52 Smith Street,
Macedon

✓ Commercial Law 

✓ Commercial Leasing

✓ Wills 

✓ Probate / Deceased Estates

✓ Business Sales and Purchases 

✓ Family Law Financial Agreements

0414 566 151    

simon@zopa.com.au

www.zopa.com.au

PO Box 231 Riddells Creek                       

Delivering commercial, solutions 
focused legal advice and results in a 

practical, affordable and timely 
manner

Notice of 
Annual General Meeting

The 2025 Annual General Meeting for the Eastern Macedon
Ranges Business and Tourism Association Incorporated
(EMRBATA) will be held on Tuesday 18th  November 2025,
commencing at 7.00pm. 

It will be held at the Romsey Community Hub (Monegeetta Room),
96 Main Street Romsey. 

Ordinary business of the Annual General Meeting is as follows—
 (a) to confirm the minutes of the 2024 Annual General Meeting;
 (b) to receive and consider—
       (i) Annual Report of the Committee on the activities of
EMRBATA during     2024-2025 financial year; and
      (ii) 2024-2025 Financial Statements of EMRBATA; 
 (c) to elect the members of the Committee of Management;
 (d) to confirm or vary the amounts of the annual subscription and
joining fee.
                                                        
                         Members and Guests WELCOME.

Further Information: contact@easternmacedonranges.au
Facebook/Instagram: Eastern Macedon Ranges – Business and Living
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BBQ 
Ribs& 
WINGS

FRIDAYS FROM 5pm
PLATES STARTING FROM $15

BOOK NOW! lostwateringhole.com

Eden Park Open 
Garden with True 
Scottish Flair!

On Sunday 2 November 2025, the 
historic Eden Park, Romsey (2133 
Romsey Road, Romsey) will be 
open for a Garden event with true 
Scottish Flair!
From Highland Cattle to a Scottish Pipe Band and live Fiddle music, come and embrace 

Eden Park’s Scottish roots! Historic Eden Park, established in 1858 by enterprising Scottish 
immigrant Peter Mitchell, remains a working farm. The complex comprises a magnificent 
nineteenth century bluestone Homestead surrounded by acres of splendid gardens 
including remnants of the original orchard, flowers and vegetables. Children and adults alike 
will fall in love with the fold of Highland Cattle and Blue Rock Suffolk sheep!

As you will see in the attached flyer, there will be community groups and activities on 
the day. All funds raised at the Eden Park Open Day will be donated to the Society as a 
Fundraiser for Romsey’s Historic Sidney Seymour Cottage.

Entry is $15 per adult, children under 16 free. Plan your day now! Use this QR code for details.
ENQUIRIES: FAY: 0427 0442 753 or Deva: 0412 021 596
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RT Edgar 
 MACEDON RANGES

Selling, Buying, in Romsey, Lancefield and Macedon Ranges, choose a local agent that knows your game... 
RT Edgar - Beverley Higgs 0448 271 222 | Jason York 0447 391 089 | Travis Cole 0428 202 672

Phone (03) 5427 1222

Property Sales - Property Management

Local agents that live and love 
your community... that’s expertise!

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
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October at The Gallery
The members of The Gallery will celebrate Spring in the Macedon Ranges 
with an exhibition that begins Monday 6th October until  
Sunday 2nd November. There will be a range of Spring inspired art  
and crafts created by these talented artists from the Macedon Ranges area.
Spring brings joy to us all with brighter days and a magic array of bulbs in gardens. You will find your spirits lifted 

with the displays that allow you to experience the season for longer in the various representations on show during 
this exhibition.

Come and meet Mildred, the Gallery and garden centre Scottish short hair supervisor. Mildred wandered into the 
garden centre one day and has never 
left. He (yes correct, definitely He) 
will welcome you with his soft meow 
dressed in his grey coat. He has 
a habit of napping in the most 
unexpected places and drinking 
water out of the tap and has become 
well loved amongst customers and 
gallery members.

The Gallery is open 10am 
to 4pm Friday to Tuesday 
at 684 Mt. Macedon Road, 
Mt. Macedon (behind the Trading 
Post). Any enquires - contact Sue 
Anson on 0413581632 MILDRED

Register NOW!
www.relayforlife.org.au/event/lancefield-2025

        To keep up to date join us on Facebook
        @Lancefield/Macedon Ranges 'Relay For Life'

If you can’t relay on the day but would still love to
help out or join the committee, contact 
Grant White, Community Giving Coordinator at 
grant.white@cancervic.org.au or scan the QR Code

Macedon Ranges/Lancefield
Saturday 8 November 2025, 11am – 9pm

 Lancefield Recreation Reserve
69 Chauncey Street, Lancefield 3435

One Day, One night, 
One Community, One Fight

RELAY FOR LIFE

to register

for Committee EOI
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Bushfire season  
comes every year  
but it’s unpredictable.

This year’s conditions mean it’s important to take  
small steps now to keep your family, pets and 
community safe.

Bushfires can affect your mains water supply, so now’s the time  
to stock up on drinking water in your emergency kit, just in case.

Visit our website for more information.

Phone 13 44 99gww.com.au/bushfires Translation & Interpreter Service 13 14 50

WOODEND HANGING ROCK PETANQUE CLUB

We have been playing this funny game of 
petanque in Woodend for the last 25 years and 
have had many members come and go over 
that time.
One of our members, Mike Turner, migrated from England to be near his 

daughters and their families in Woodend.

This is where Mike found petanque and has been a long time member of our 
club since 2018.

Mike was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease in 2012 and although over 
the journey his health has deteriorated it has not deterred Mike from playing 
petanque. His commitment brings him to the Old Racecourse Reserve, every 
Monday and Thursday afternoons, where we will find Mike and his carer, 
Lola, roll up for a few hours, playing 2 or 3 of these funny games, weather 
permitting, literally, be it hail, rain or shine!

Over that time he has become a valuable and enthusiastic player, 
overcoming his disability and happy to join in the highs and lows of the game 
that can be quite frustrating at times! Mike just rolls another boule!

This game was introduced to us by Chinka Steel, who over the journey suffered ill health too and was ultimately 
confined to a wheelchair but that did not deter him from playing the game he loved! Anyone can play and enjoy 
petanque, man, woman,or child!

Petanque can be played by anyone who has a sense of adventure and fun in their sights!
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ROMSEY LANCEFIELD ROTARY CLUB 
INC. NEWEST MEMBER AND UPDATES

Members of the Romsey Lancefield Rotary Club Inc. 
celebrated the induction of its newest member Ms 
Debbie Daks by President Shane Pettingill and Secretary Anne Collins.
Ms Daks is well known in the Romsey community as well as Australia wide as an artist and recently visited Ukraine 

again to support children in need. Check out her Facebook pages for further details as to how you may be able to help 
with this effort: https://www.facebook.com/people/Debbie-Daks/100042917697163/

Ms Daks unveiled the Ukrainian flag after the ceremony and Rotary President Shane is keen to set up a ‘Sister Club’ 
with the Ukraine Rotary Club to also provide ongoing support.

The meeting also announced that the Romsey Lancefield Rotary Club has generously donated a free copy to all local 
schools in our catchment area of Dr Gregory Powell’s teenage historical, fantasy fiction novel set in Lancefield and the 
Macedon Ranges (Freya and the Black Panther of Lancefield) available on Amazon.com.au.

Rotary’s major projects include the ongoing development of The Avenue of Honour between Romsey and Lancefield 
with Romsey Lancefield RSL. This has been supported by the Bendigo Community Bank via a major Grant. The club 
recently revegetated the Avenue by planting 5 new disease resistant Elms (Advanced Tree Nursery and Tree Tactics) as 
well as removing two huge tree stumps. Future plans include the construction of a Commemorative Gazebo halfway 
along the walking track commemorating all those Australian men and women who served in wars and peace keeping 
missions. Currently the Rotary club is working with Romsey Aged Care for a memorial stone and plaque to be unveiled 
in November this year.

Thank you to all local homeowners along the Avenue of Honour walking track who keep the grass mown and assist 
with removal of litter.

Special thanks to the Lancefield Hotel for their community raffle project supporting local community groups like our 
Club and those who generously donated on the night.

The Rotary Club is registered for donations at the Romsey Container Deposit centre at Laser Blanks in Mitchell Court 
Romsey. A handy way to recycle a good percentage of the rubbish we collect as an accredited “Adopt A Highway” 
(cleanup) group with Keep Victoria Beautiful and VicRoads. Donating your bottles and cans to our Rotary club will be 
helping our local projects mentioned above. Keep us in mind when you’re at the Romsey Container Deposit Centre or 
let us know on our Facebook page (see below) if you want to donate some containers that you need to have picked up.

NOTE: The Romsey Lancefield Rotary Club Inc. meets every fortnight on Thursdays (7 pm – 9 pm) at one of 
the following establishments: Soltan Pepper Restaurant, the Lancefield Hotel, The 1860 Hotel and the Lodge 
(Lancefield). Community members interested in becoming Rotarians are very welcome to join us.

For further information please contact our Club Secretary - Anne Collins via email anne.collins@outlook.com.au

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576767386859

Dr Greg Powell
(Past President-Community Liaison Officer)
The Romsey Lancefield Rotary Club Inc.
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Supporting Local Families in Need This 
Christmas Through Local Businesses.

Community organizations Kyneton Baptist, Sunbury Cobaw 
Community Health and the MRSC once more partner to 
support local families in need at Christmas, serving the 
needs of families here in Macedon Ranges at Christmas time 
for 15 years.
We are again running our Gift Card program. By offering Gift Cards to local businesses right here in the Macedon 

Ranges we are supporting not only local families in need, but our local economy at the same time. This model 
empowers local businesses to support local families, and we are seeking your financial donations to make this possible.

Families will receive Macedon Ranges Gift Shop Gift Cards, with a set amount for each child. Gift Cards can be 
redeemed at participating local business partners. We hope to have as many businesses on board as possible, offering 
as many products and services as possible.

The amount of gift cards and assistance we can provide per child, will depend solely on that amount of financial 
donations we are able to raise. We are asking that donations be received by the 17th of November to enable us to 
distribute the gift cards to families at the end of November.

If you are a local Macedon Ranges business interested in partnering in our Gift Card system for your store, we’d love 
to speak further and partner with you. Donations can be made by direct deposit, Cash, Cheque and on 
Online. Find us on Facebook for more details, or contact

Georgina Harvey, Macedon Ranges Gift Shop 
Coordinator on 0404 442 891.

Having Fun, Making New Friends, and 
Catching-up with Old Ones!
The Romsey/Lancefield Probus Club is for outgoing retirees or semi-retired people to meet, relax and enjoy the 

welcoming company of those at the same stage of life. There is a regular monthly meeting with guest speakers, 

morning tea and time to socialise with the other members. Each month there is a regular outing for lunch held at 

different venues around the region as well as short and longer trips throughout the year. There is a coffee morning at 

10 am every Friday at the Lost Watering Hole where members meet for a chat and a bit of fun.

At our October meeting our guest speaker was another local, Bronwyn Wilson is a local who conducts walking 

tours of the city of Melbourne. She spoke to us about her history and the tours she runs. Our October outing was 

to the Social Foundry Kyneton. They are a not for profit, social enterprise lead by a passionate team of hospitality 

professionals. Each day, SOFO staff deliver standout food, coffee & service, whilst also delivering hands-on training for 

local youth facing barriers to employment.

Contact:

President: Ken 
Secretary: Betty 0409 359 048

Visit our website: www.rlprobus.org.au

We are a friendly, welcoming group from diverse 
backgrounds with a variety of interests and we’d 
love to meet you! Feel free to attend a meeting as 
a visitor.
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COMMUNITY BANK CONNECTIONS
Get your free Home Loan Health Check

Whether you’re looking to refinance, invest in a new property, or lower your 
repayments, a home loan health check could be just what you need to get ahead 
and realise your goals.

Let us give your loan a full check-up to make sure it’s still right for you and 
your current needs.

Everyone’s welcome. Whether you’re an existing customer or new to Bendigo 
Bank, you’re welcome to a free, no-obligation Home Loan Health Check.

To find out more, speak to the team at our Lancefield or Romsey branch 
(Lancefield • 5429 1977 | Romsey • 5429 5526), or scan the QR code to book a 
time online with our local Home Loan Specialist, Jodie Peacock.

Banking safely online
With the ever-increasing number of scams people are facing, we’re always wanting to raise awareness and empower 
our local community to engage in digital banking safely.

Did you know that we offer free ‘Banking Safely Online’ educational sessions? If your community group would like us 
to run a free educational session for members, please reach out to our branch team to organise a session.

We also have free copies of the ACCC’s Little Black Book of Scams available in both our Romsey and Lancefield 
branch. Pop in and grab a copy for yourself or to pass onto friends and family.

Spring events we’re proud to sponsor
AFTER A BUSY SEPTEMBER, WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO SUPPORTING A NUMBER OF EVENTS IN OCTOBER 
AND NOVEMBER:

•	 Friday 10 – Sunday 12 October: Life in the Peloton Dirty Docker
•	 Sunday 19 October: Lancefield Agricultural Show
•	 Sunday 26 October: Lancefield Romsey Lions Club Swapmeet
•	 Saturday 8 November: Lancefield / Macedon Ranges Relay for Life
•	 Saturday 15 November: Community Bank Lancefield Gift & Highland Games
•	 Sunday 16 November: Romsey Golf Club 2025 Romsey Open Tournament

If you’re attending any of these events, keep an eye out for our team and say hello!

2025 Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of Lancefield & Romsey Community Financial Services Limited (the local company that 
owns our Community Bank Lancefield and Romsey) will be held at 5.00 pm on Wednesday, November 12th 2025 at The 
Romsey Cricket/Football Club Rooms. Shareholders will have received formal notice of the AGM along with supporting 
documents early October.

Supporting your local community
Community Bank - Romsey 5429 5526
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Planning Underway for the 2026 Riddells 
Creek Cool Changes Enviro-Energy Expo

Planning for the 2026 Riddells Creek Cool Changes Enviro-Energy Expo is 
now well underway - and excitement is building!
Many of our 2025 exhibitors are eager to return, and we’re thrilled to welcome new participants keen to get involved 

for the first time. The upcoming event will retain many of the previously successful elements, including:

•	 A keynote speaker
•	 Free 1-on-1 consultations focused on home electrification and draught proofing
•	 Panel discussions
•	 Food, drink, and cooking demonstrations
•	 Live music and door prizes
•	 Exhibitors from across the region and beyond

Our goal remains the same: to deliver a free, family-friendly, fun, and informative event that inspires practical action 
and community connection.

While Riddells Creek Cool Changes is proud to organise and host the expo, this is an event designed for the entire 
Macedon Ranges region. We encourage visitors to start their day at the Riddells Creek Farmers Market and then join us 
at the expo for as long as they wish.

The 2026 theme, “Exploring the Challenges of Energy Transitioning,” will anchor the day’s discussions and 
exhibits. But as always, there will be a strong environmental and sustainability thread woven throughout the event.

SAVE THE DATE!

•	 Date: Saturday, 21 March 2026
•	 Time: 10am to 3pm
•	 Location: To be confirmed
•	 Hosted by: Riddells Creek Cool Changes, an action group within the Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group (MRSG)

If you’re interested in exhibiting, sponsoring, or volunteering, we’d love to hear from you.  
Please reach out via email at vince.mulkerin@mrsg.org.au.
Stay tuned for more details in December - and mark your calendars now for a day of inspiration,  
action, and community-powered change!

WHAT’S ON AT MOUNTVIEW THEATRE 

A Show Full of Spells, Wizards & Fun for the 
Whole Family at The Mountview Theatre
The Mount Players presents its final show for 2025…Puffs, or Seven Increasingly Eventful Years 
at a Certain School of Magic and Magic, is a fast-paced, hilarious play that reimagines the story of a famous boy 
wizard—from the perspective of the overlooked and underdog students in the ‘Puffs’ house. Across seven chaotic 
years, this heartwarming comedy follows Wayne and his misfit friends as they navigate spells, dangers, and growing 
up, proving that being third place isn’t so bad after all. Perfect for wizards and non-wizards alike, Puffs is a magical 
and charming celebration of friendship, bravery, and finding where you belong.

•	 The season runs from 7 – 23 November. 

For full details & bookings go to www.
themountplayers.com Note: A change to 
performance times for this show. Friday evenings 
at 7.30pm and Sat/Sun performances at 2 pm.

See you at the theatre.

Karen Hunt
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ST MARYS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Another term done and dusted, look out it 
will be Christmas in a minute! What a full 
on but fabulous term we’ve had, we’re all 
definitely due a rest in order to take on the final term of 2025.
Are you interested in enrolling your child at St Mary’s? We currently have vacancies for all levels in 2026, so please 

feel free to contact the office (5429 1359) if you’d like a tour or an enrolment pack.

MINI VINNIES - ROMSEY AGED CARE

We’ve had another two visits to Romsey Community Aged Care this term. On Monday 18th August, Mollie, Bridie, 
Arthur and Ella attended to play balloon tennis with the residents.

A net was put up and the residents and students were given pool noodles to hit the balloon with. There wasn’t 
quite enough to go around, so some residents had fly swatters and others just had to use their hands, heads, feet 
or whatever worked! It was great fun, with some residents nearly knocking others out with their pool noodles, so 
determined were they to win!

On Monday September 1st we took all the Mini Vinnies to Romsey Community Aged Care. We normally take 
the students in small groups of 5 but we did a special visit with the whole group to celebrate Book Week with 
the residents. All the students dressed in their Book Week costumes and did a little parade for the residents on 
arrival. They were delighted! After that, choosing from picture books we had taken with us, the students chose a book 
and read it to small groups of residents. It was lovely to see the interactions between students and the residents and all 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. We look forward to visiting again in Term 4.

FEAST DAY / FATHER’S DAY CELEBRATIONS

On Friday September 5, we celebrated our Feast Day and Father’s Day together. We began the day with a beautiful 
liturgy honouring our St Mary. As part of this we unveiled the magnificent family quilt that had been created by 
families on Grandparents Day and then carefully put together by the ladies from A Patch of Lancefield. We are truly 
grateful for all their hard work as the quilt looks beautiful and will be hung with pride as a centrepiece in our Learning 
Street. Students then had time in their classrooms to make something for dad for Father’s Day before enjoying a BBQ 
lunch and icy pole.

After lunch it was time for the 
dads to arrive and start the fun 
with Kaboom Kids Sports! We had 
almost 150 dads come along on the 
day, it was just amazing to have so 
many be a part of this special day 
to spend quality time with their 
children. There was music, some crazy 
dance moves and dance offs, there 
were vibrant colours and many fun 
activities to dive into with dad! We 
were lucky to have a sunny afternoon 
and the atmosphere was one of great 
fun and excitement. A huge thanks 
to all our dads for coming along, we 
hope they enjoyed the experience, 
even though they were a bit tentative 
to start! Another great event creating 
many memorable moments with dad!
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GARDENING WITH MRS OLIVER

It’s been a busy month of gardening with many lovely sunny days. We’re very happy to have so many keen gardeners 
amongst our students. We have planted apple, pear, cherry and a mix plum/apricot bare rooted trees, followed detailed 
instructions to set up a mushroom kit, checked in on our seedlings growth and filled our final garden bed. There’s been 
worm hunts, experiments with Bok Choy, and maintenance cleaning of our garden tools.

We are now seeing growth across all garden beds and we’re very excited to see that our mushrooms have popped 
out of the soil after we changed their climate. We’ve had discussions about perennial plants and the students decided 
they wanted to plant a berry garden. Students have planted raspberry canes and strawberry runners and they can’t wait 
for summer when they will hopefully get to enjoy eating some fruit!

SHC JUNIOR CHEF 2025

Our Junior Chef’s also competed in the final at SHC Kyneton, although they were not the overall winners, they should be 
extremely proud of their accomplishments. The judges were particularly impressed with the way they worked together 
in the kitchen. Their organisational skills, teamwork, and time management stood out, and it was clear they were having 
fun while learning. A great achievement for our students and we commend them for their efforts.

Jo Shannon (Community & Student Engagement)

BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS

Book week kicked off with our Playgroup @ St Mary’s enjoying a Teddy Bear’s 
Picnic! Our preschoolers enjoyed a fun session with our school leaders as 
special guest readers and a fairy bread making station! It was great to see so 
many come along with their favourite teddy’s and enjoy the session.

On Friday 22nd August we celebrated Book Week with a dress up and 
activity day. This year’s efforts by both staff and students absolutely 
topped the charts! So many magnificent costumes that included well 
known book characters, super heroes, adventurers, princesses and so much 
more. There was creativity, colour and flare as students paraded around the 
hall, bopping to their chosen class song. We appreciate the great support of 
families for this event, it gets bigger and better every year and this year was 
the first year ever, where all students and staff dressed up! Truly momentous, 
we even had a spare B2 hanging out in the office! This day brings many laughs 
and is great fun for all. There was even a flash mob to ‘Nutbush’ during the 
proceedings! Great to see the staff & Yr 6’s get on board! The remainder of 
the day saw students immersed in a variety of activities all based around 
fabulous books. To complete our Book Week celebrations, on Friday 29th 
August we had Books to Life perform General Waste by Michel Streich, a 
hilarious tale about how to find joy in the simple things in life! This one man 
show was performed by Tony Bones, a seasoned performer who is also a high 
school teacher, specialising in performing arts. Being able to give the students 
this opportunity to experience a live performance is priceless. Tony puts on a 
great show, there’s music, laughter, audience participation and always an important message behind the story.

It was great to see the wonder and excitement from students and their eagerness to take part in all aspects of the 
show. A truly fantastic way to finish up our Book Week celebrations and experience the wonders of literature.
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Romsey 
CWA 
presents 

their annual 

CChhrriissttmmaass  
CCrraafftt  SSttaallll  

Saturday 29th November 

To be held outside IGA 
Full details in the next Romsey Rag. 

Between Monday 27 October 
and Sunday 2 November 2025, 
Council is providing a free green 
waste disposal week, this will 
help residents dispose of large 
amounts of green waste at our 3 
Resource Recovery Facilities.
Residents may visit as many times as required 

during the week. Only residential loads will be free 
of charge, large trucks will not be accepted.

Residents are reminded that free green waste 
drop-off vouchers were included in the most recent 
edition of ShireLife magazine.

Free, self-loaded-mulch is avaialble from all 
Resource Recovery Facilities to assist in getting 
gardens ready for summer.

For more information visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/green-
waste

Community Pharmacy 
Program Now Permanent
The State Government is continuing to support 
accessible, affordable healthcare in local communities 
by making the successful Community Pharmacist Pilot a 
permanent Program.

The Community Pharmacist Program will become an 
ongoing, statewide service.

Under the expanded program, Pharmacists will continue 
offering services to treat UTIs, skin conditions, the 
resupply of oral contraceptives, and the range of vaccines 
treatments first introduced through the pilot.

This program means more support for our pharmacists, 
less waiting for patients, and better outcomes 
for everyone.

There are a number of pharmacies on the Program 
across Macedon including Romsey Pharmacy.

SPECIFIC SERVICE ELIGIBILITY: Depending on the 
service, age and gender criteria may apply, such 
as for treatments for shingles, psoriasis, or urinary 
tract infections.

More information is available at betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
services-support/community- pharmacist-pilot

.
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DIRECTORY
Business & Trade

RELIABLE  24 HOUR SERVICE
POLICE CHECKED

NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES

Your Local “A” Grade Electrician  
servicing the macedon ranges for

over 25 years

PROVIDING SOLUTIONS FOR ALL DOMESTIC,
INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL NEEDS. 
NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL. 

REC: 26561

0419 399 590

INFO@BEYONDELECTRICAL.NET

ELECTRICAL

ACCOUNTS & BOOKKEEPING

KRAMMER ACCOUNTANTS 
Email: wkrammer@bigpond.net.au

W.F (Bill) KRAMMER FPNA

ESSENDON: 

Surte7, 2nd floor,  
902 Mt Alexander Road, Essendon 

Tel: (03) 9326 0211 

ROMSEY: 

106 Main Street,  
Romsey 3434 

Tel: (03) 5429 5477 

ELECTRICAL

 

                                                                                                             
                                                            
                                                           
                                                                                                
    
      

                                                                                 

For All Your Electrical Requirements 

  

colinjbromley@gmail.com 

M: 0419 580 380    Ph:  5429 5938 
 

REC 13897 

BLINDS & AWNINGS

AUTO

YOUR 
AD 
HERE
For advertising enquiries to; 
email@theromseyrag.com.au
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DIRECTORY
Business & Trade

PLUMBING

FIREWOOD

SPLIT RED GUM 
FIREWOOD
*LPG 45kg Cylinders  

Rental Free*
PH MANNY 0418-570-249

YARD SALES  
Ph: Amanda 0438-570-249 
Email: sales@lancefieldfirewood.com.au
547 Lancefield-Tooborac Road, Lancefield 
Visit us at lancefieldfirewood.com.au

CREDIT 
CARDS 

ACCEPTED

LANCEFIELD FIREWOOD

MAINTENANCE

NORTH WEST
HOSE & FITTINGS

ABN 98 452 942 518

Paul Fabris
M 0411 554 368
E nwhandf@iprimus.com.au
A 1792 Romsey Road, Romsey, Vic 3434

Best under pressure

VETERINARY SERVICES

ROMSEY VETERINARY SURGERY

� 5429 5711

80 Main Street Romsey VIC 3434
� romseyvet@apiam.com.au  � romseyvet.com.au

HOME & GARDEN

CENTRAL TREE CARE
Professional Tree Service

BRADLEY NUTTALL
Adv. Cert. of Arboriculture

Travel Tower
Wood Chipper
Tree Climbing
Stump Removal

18 Palmer Street
Romsey, 3434

Phone/Fax: (03) 5429 5549
Mobile: 0409 023 282

HOME & GARDEN

PH Roofing
Trevor Harbinson
Mobile: 0411 508 120
Phone: 5429 6632

• Storm Damage
• Repairs
• Extensions

• Re-bedding and 
Pointing

• Free Quotes

YOUR AD HERE
For advertising enquiries to; 
email@theromseyrag.com.au
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ROMSEY MENS SHED – FRIENDSHIPS, MENS HEALTH AND COMMUNITY SERVICE!

New Members Welcome! Spring is a Good Time to Join!
During Winter many men feel a bit 
housebound. As Spring arrives, it is 
time to make a move. The Shed is a 
“safe, happy place” to meet other men 
and “secret mens business”. Projects and 
“hands on” are an option on metalwork 
and woodwork, with some core training 
available. But the social side - “coffee 
and chat” - is important.

For prospective members the 
Thursday BBQ/Light lunch is a good 
start! It is popular with a “pub style” meat raffle funding occasional lunch outings at the 1860 or Lost 
Watering Hole. Guests are welcome! A short quiz is also entertaining.

T Model Restoration Project. Maybe next year ready for display?

This keystone project has made great progress recently and donations of money, time and occasionally 
parts discovered in back sheds, helped speed up reconstruction. Registered in 1926, we hope to have it 
complete (or near complete) for the100 year anniversary of registration.

OPEN TIMES

LOCATED IN ROMSEY PARK AT 47 BARRY STREET OUR USUAL OPERATING TIMES ARE:

•	 Tuesdays from 9.30 – 3.30 for coffee, chats and optionsl “hands-on” project work
•	 Wednesdays around 9.30 am for the woodwork enthusiasts, to just after lunch
•	 Thursday is our most popular day! Opening around 9.30 our five-dollar barbecue/light lunch 

at 12, has a varied menu, sometimes with donated Joshs Eggs. A report is also given by the 
Committee President.

EXTENSION OF THE SHED

We are now awaiting finalisation of a lease with Council and a building permit application will 
follow. Romsey district growth has put pressure on us to meet service demands. Funds from the 
Lancefield/Romsey Bendigo Community Bank are in the building account for the “concrete and steel” but 
will need more for the fit out - power and plumbing. When completed, it will be available for emergency 
use. under the Romsey Emergency Action Plan.

Sausage sizzles at Coles on Saturday 20 September and an 1850 Raffle will help our finances. A Bunnings 
Sausage Sizzle on Saturday 11 October is proposed to fund a new saw bench. Almost all out tools and 
equipment are second-hand and we will update to modern OH&S compliant and technical standards 
over time.

OUR FACEBOOK PAGE IS: Romsey Mens Shed Inc. We have a GO FUND ME for the T model project.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS: SECRETARY: romseyms@gmail.com or drop in at 47 Barry Street



21The Romsey Rag - October 2025

Start collecting now!
Call Romsey Neighbourhood House to register for a HOME  garage sale site for $20, or a car boot
from $10 on 5429 6724 to make your booking, or follow the QR code below to register online.
 This is, without a doubt, the biggest town garage sale in the district! Maps will be sold for $5 on the
day, from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Romsey Hub.

Register Now: bit.ly/RNHGS2025

Saturday 11  October th

8am - 2:30pm

Whole Town
Garage
SALE!

Register to be part of our Romsey Whole Town Garage Sale!

Register Now

Gentil-Ker offers lawn mowing for Home  
Care and private clients in Romsey.  
Just need the grass cut?  
Keep your grass neat and tidy

0409 812 685|care@gentil-ker.com.au
www.gentil-ker.com.au

We offer a variety  
of in home services:
•  Personal care
•  Health management
•  Hygiene
•  Emotional and Social Support
•  Respite
•  Transport to appointments
•  Shopping
•  Mowing lawns

At Gentil-Ker we believe in providing  
compassionate, high-quality care that  
allows you to stay in the comfort of your  
own home while receiving the support  
you and your family need.
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New Hours of Operation for 
Community-Led Safe Space

Woodend’s 
Community-led Safe 
Space is set to trial new 
hours of operation, 
with the space now 
open Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 5.30pm 
– 8.30pm from 2 
September 2025.
An initiative created and managed 

by the Macedon Ranges Suicide 
Prevention Action Group, since 
opening in November 2024 the Safe 
Space has acted as a welcoming, 
non-clinical drop-in centre for 
individuals experiencing emotional distress or a suicidal crisis.

“We have chosen to open the space on an additional weekday evening to provide more options for community members 
who may wish to visit after work or study. We weren’t getting as many visitors on Saturdays, so it makes sense to open 
the space on another weeknight instead of the weekend,” says Fiona Lawford, Treasurer of the Macedon Ranges Suicide 
Prevention Action Group.

A 10-minute walk from Woodend Station, the space offers a compassionate and understanding environment where 
people can feel heard, supported and understood over a cup of tea. The welcoming, cosy space has soft furnishings, 
bean bags, weighted blankets and heats packs to stay warm on cooler days. There are also sensory activities like 
drawing, books and games available, as well as access to an outdoors area. The calm, safe space for reflection is 
also supported by trained volunteer peer workers who are available to offer support through shared experiences 
and empathy.

The inclusive and accessible space is open to everyone, regardless of background, gender, age or belief. No referrals, 
bookings or appointments are required.

WHAT IS A COMMUNITY-LED SAFE SPACE?

Our Safe Space is not a crisis service but a place where people can find connection, understanding, and support from 
others who have walked similar paths.

It is based on a peer-led model, where individuals who have personal lived experience with suicide and mental health 
challenges offer support to others going through similar experiences. This approach fosters a deep understanding, 
respect, and shared humanity, helping guests navigate their emotions in a safe and judgment-free environment.

SAFE SPACE LOCATION:

•	 Woodend Neighbourhood House 
47 Forest Street, Woodend

Current opening hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 5.30pm – 8.30pm (from 2 September 2025)

Enquiries: safespace@mrspag.com.au

Website: https://www.mrspag.com.au/safe-space

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW NEEDS SUPPORT PLEASE PHONE:
LIFELINE - 24/7 CRISIS SUPPORT SERVICE: 13 11 14 or text 0477 131 114
SUICIDE CALL-BACK SERVICE - 24/7 FREE PROFESSIONAL PHONE OR ONLINE COUNSELLING: 1300 659 467
MENSLINE AUSTRALIA - 24/7 FAMILY AND RELATIONSHIP CONCERNS: 1300 789 978
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EMRBATA’S VISION IS: A vibrant, 
collaborative and prosperous 
eastern corridor community which 
enhances liveability in the region.

FACEBOOK: 	  
Eastern Macedon Ranges - 
Business and Living

EMRBATA MEMBERSHIP: 	
https://easternmacedonranges.au/
emrbata

EMAIL:  
contact@macedonranges.au

EASTERN MACEDON RANGES BUSINESS AND TOURISM 
ASSOCIATION INC (EMRBATA) - UPDATE

The 15th Annual EMRBATA 
Business Breakfast – Risk, 
Resilience and Regional 
Success in Action!

A cold Lancefield morning was no deterrent to those who 
attended EMRBATA’s Annual Business Breakfast – the 15th 
such event - at the Lost Watering Hole on 29th August. 
With hot drinks from Rafael’s Coffee and plates loaded from the grazing table menu 

sourced from local producers, the more than 80 guests were suitably fed whilst they 
networked enthusiastically!

The always entertaining ans skilled Master of Ceremonies Colin Cameron deftly wrangled the panel of inspiring local 
business operators to glean their insights under the theme of “Risk Resilience and Regional Success”. The common 
denominator for Madelaine Scott (Madelaine’s Eggs), Renata Morello (Lyons Will Winery), Geordie Taylor (Riddells Creek 
Nursery) and Peter Chiller (Lancefield Guesthouse, Lost Watering Hole) was that of business vision and resilience in the 
face of challenge.

The amazing grazing table (including amazing treats such as breakfast tiramisu!) was sourced from Little Vic’s, 
Lancefield Guesthouse, Romsey Community Co-Op, Chintin Botanicals, Soltan Pepper, Waymaker Coffee, Dreaming 
Goat Dairy, Source Fungi, Great Southern Gelato, Force of Nature and Flourish Bakehouse.

The buzz in the room continued long after the formal program had concluded, reinforcing the obvious keenness for 
connection and catch-up between our business and community guests! AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST - EMRBATA extends 
a huge thank you to the Community Bank Lancefield and Romsey which has supported this event since its inception 
in 2010.
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DIRTY DOCKER CYCLING AND RUNNING FESTIVAL RETURNS IN 2025

Challenging Fun for All Levels 
in the Macedon Ranges

Lancefield, Victoria - The highly anticipated Dirty Docker cycling and running 
festival will return to the Macedon Ranges this October, offering a unique 
fusion of competitive off-road challenges and vibrant festival culture.

THE EVENT FEATURES THREE RACES:
•	 The Cobawsome Gravel Ride - over four distances in the Cobaw Ridge Forest (Sunday 12 October)
•	 The Cross Vegas Cyclocross Race - Lancefield Park - a free-spirited cyclocross event 

where riders are free to get creative on a fun and unpredictable course.  
(Saturday 11 October)

•	 The Lanny Cross Country Run - Lancefield Park - throwback to classic cross-country 
running, a grassroots-style event featuring natural terrain, varied surfaces, and a 
challenging, no-frills course that captures the spirit of old-school racing.  
(Saturday 11 October)

At the heart of the weekend is the Festival Village, featuring local food vendors and 
trucks, fire pits and relaxed seating, live music performances and regional craft beer 
and wine.

Last year’s event attracted almost 600 participants and this year promises to be even 
better.Further information: Website and Registration: https://www.lifeinthepeloton.com/
dirty-docker Social Media: Instagram @dirtydocker @lifeinthepeloton
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LANDCARE

Spring - Time to get Going!
Spring is usually a busy time for Deep Creek Landcare but this year is 
particularly busy. A dry start to the year meant that we postponed some 
plantings until spring in the hope of some good winter rain.
This year we received a Biolink Boost Grant from the Macedon Ranges Shire Council and the Community Bank to 

conduct plantings and giveaways of indigenous plants with the aim of raising our profile in Romsey. At the two autumn 
giveaways in Romsey we gave away a total of 823 trees, shrubs and grasses.

As part of the grant, at our working bee in early August, we planted a 50 m section of Five Mile Creek in 
Romsey. Twelve of our members were joined by East Ward Councilor, Andrew Scanlon at the site. The event involved 
putting down three rolls of jute matting to suppress weeds, the planting and guarding of 33 indigenous trees and 
shrubs and a further 236 small shrubs and grasses. We will add some wildflowers in October to add a splash of colour 
from spring to autumn! The task was completed by 10:15 followed by morning tea and a giveaway of 54 plants to 
participants. We liaised with our council and Melbourne Water to design the planting which will add to the amenity and 
biodiversity of the important wildlife corridor.

The next and final stage of the project is to carry out a planting on the northern side on Deep Creek at Doggetts 
Bridge. We will plant some trees but mainly grasses and shrubs as the primary aim is to increase the understorey at the 
site to further enhance the original planting done by Deep Creek Landcare back in 1995. We have worked with Parks 
Victoria and will conduct the working bee on Sunday, September 28.

In September we will also be working with Emma and the local Girl Guides to add to the plantings on the eastern 
boundary of Lancefield Park. Further work will be carried at the site with Lancefield PS and St Mary’s PS in late 
October. During October we will also participate in a planting at Bolinda PS.

In mid September our group will conduct a Saturday morning planting at a private property in Dowie 
Court. The landholders have worked with Melbourne Water to access grants to remove willows on Five Mile Creek and 
replace them with indigenous trees, shrubs and grasses. It is a large backyard and the project has been staged over the 
last three years. We have been more than happy to assist the project and at the same time gain valuable income.

Once again we will be at the Lancefield Show on Sunday, October 19. You can find us on the left as you walk 
in. We will have some indigenous tube stock to giveaway, booklets and nesting boxes for sale and we will be on hand to 
give advice or just have a chat.

Our 2025 AGM will take place in the annex of the Lancefield 
Mechanics hall before our members meeting on Monday, October 
13. The AGM will start at 7:30 pm. We are looking for some new faces to 
join our committee.

Our Landcare Facilitator, Ammie Jackson and I have recently worked 
on a new website which is now up and running. Take a look! The site will 
enable members of the public to see what we have done, what we are 
working on and upcoming events.

Deep Creek Landcare has nesting boxes for bats, birds, possums 
and phascogales for sale from $25. We also have Myna bird traps to 
lend out. Annual Landcare membership is $20 per family. You can 
follow us on Facebook, our website, contact our President, Phil 
Severs (0476 324 000), attend our monthly meetings in the Lancefield 
Mechanics Hall or pop along to the Lancefield Farmers Market.

FARMERS MARKET: FREE ADVICE TO LANDHOLDERS

Cameron O’Mara from the Biolinks Alliance will be with us at the 
Lancefield Farmers Market on Saturday, October 25. He will be there 
to talk with landholders about ways to improve biodiversity on their 
property without reducing productivity and in many cases enhancing 
it. We will be at the market through to autumn. We would love to 
see you!
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2025 Victorian Students  
Top of the Class in Naplan

Victorian students have achieved their strongest NAPLAN 
results ever, leading the nation and proving Victoria truly 
is the Education State.
Deputy Premier and Minister for Education Ben Carroll today announced that Victorian 

students are top of the class – ranking first or second in 18 of 20 measures and significantly 
improving on our 2024 results.

Victorian students are smashing records with an average of 70 per cent falling in the 
‘strong’ or ‘exceeding’ bands while all age groups ranked first or second in all 10 domains.

In the Education State high performing students are supported to further excel and this 
year more students reached the two highest bands. The 2025 results also show that fewer 
students are needing additional support – with less students in the bottom band than in 
2024 on 16 of 20 measures.

While celebrating these excellent results, work continues in lifting outcomes for 
disadvantaged students and to close the attainment gap for First Nations students.

“Victoria is the Education State and our nation-leading NAPLAN results are the 
proof. Congratulations to all our dedicated students, teachers, principals, parents and carers 
on these outstanding results.” (Deputy Premier and Minister for Education Ben Carroll)

Mary-Anne 
Thomas MP

LABOR MEMBER 
FOR MACEDON
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Look up Victoria. Swooping Season is 
Here Again, Stay Alert and Stay Safe

As the weather gets warmer and the days longer, we also start to see the 
occasional swooping bird. Native birds enter their breeding season in spring, 
and some may get protective of their young.
Lachlan Clarke, Manager Statewide 

Wildlife Advisory Services at the 
Department of Energy, Environment 
and Climate Action (DEECA) said: 
“Swooping is a normal, temporary 
behaviour for native birds like 
magpies, butcherbirds and masked 
lapwings to defend their eggs and 
chicks for a short time while their 
young are most vulnerable.”

“Think of it as a warning 
sign. They’re telling you to keep 
your distance. While it can be a 
bit unsettling, it’s rare for them to 
make contact.”

Swooping can occur in both urban 
and rural areas, including parks, 
gardens, and along bike paths.

“Not all birds swoop during the breeding season, so the 
presence of magpies or other common swooping birds does 
not necessarily mean you will be swooped”, Mr Clarke said.

This behaviour only lasts a short time, usually ending 
once the young have left the nest.

If you are worried about being caught out by a 
protective bird this spring, here are some steps you can 
take to feel safe, while also protecting our native birds:

•	 Avoid known swooping hotspots.

•	 Move quickly, don’t run if near a swooping bird.

•	 Wear protective head and eye coverings.

•	 Don’t harass birds, as this can escalate swooping.

•	 Don’t feed birds or destroy their nests.

Report a swooping incident on Victoria’s interactive 
swooping bird map by visiting: https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.
au/managing-wildlife/swooping-birds.

All native wildlife is protected by 
law. Harassing, harming or disturbing native birds and 
other wildlife is illegal in Victoria and penalties apply.

You can report wildlife crime such as harassing, harming 
or disturbing wildlife to Crime Stoppers Victoria on 
1800 333 000.
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THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF 
CHRIST CHURCH LANCEFIELD 
WITH ST. PAUL’S ROMSEY
Rev. Matthew Browne 
P: 0401 615 099

Rev. Michael Kicevski 
P: 0432 443 0199

SUNDAY SERVICE
ROMSEY:	 9:00 am

LANCEFIELD:	 10:30 am

May God watch over us all and 
keep us safe during this testing 
time as we put our faith and trust 
in Him.

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH LANCEFIELD
WITH ST PAUL’S CHURCH ROMSEY

Regular weekly
•	 Romsey Church Service 9:00am each Sunday
•	 Lancefield Church Service 10:30am each Sunday
•	 On the fifth Sunday of the Month Combined Parish Service 10:am
•	 Prayer Meeting: Christ Church Hall Lancefield Thursday 10:00am
•	 Bible Study: Christ Church Lancefield Hall Thursday 10:30am - 12:00noon 

Thursday evening 6:30pm. Rolling weekly venue 
Come and enjoy a cuppa while spending time pondering the Bible.

The monthly community meal format is in the process of being 
restructured. Please watch this space for further information.

ST PAUL’S OP SHOP - INTRODUCING EFTPOS AVAILABILITY

The Op Shop is stocked with a wide variety of new items for the family interest.

Please note the summer closing times are different from winter times.

•	 The Op Shop is now open on Friday 2:30am - 4:30pm (Friday Summer Times) and 
Saturday 10:00am to 1:00pm.

We look forward to seeing everyone in our outstanding new look Op Shop which is now 
on the Parish Web site for viewing the week’s specials. Your valued donations can again be 
left with us on Friday and Saturday during opening hours, unfortunately if donations are 
left outside of the OpShop open times they may either get wet or damage owing to the 
weather conditions and the donation consequently need to be sent to the tip.

Please note that owing to regulations we cannot accept electrical goods, prams, and baby 
cots, furniture or mattresses. Your ongoing support of donations is valued and appreciated.
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ROMSEY UNITING CHURCH
WEBSITE:  www.macedonrangesunitingchurch.org.au/worship-services

Rev.Dr.Linda Young has joined the Partnership as Supply until January 2026

The future is still full of promise by Rev. Eric Kirkham
READING: ISAIAH 9: 2-3: The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has 
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice 
before you as with joy at their harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
REFLECTION: Over the last few years, we seem to have been as it were, in the dark. We have 
faced a pandemic, a steep rise in homelessness, coupled with increasing poverty as 
people struggle to survive. Ever rising fuel and energy prices place an added burden on 
everyone. On top of those things, we have the constant flooding that has devastated 
so much of the country. While that has sparked a strong community response, the cost, 
emotionally and financially will have been huge and likely to continue for quite some time.

Into that situation, Isaiah’s message is important. God has not forgotten, nor has he 
forsaken us. Essentially; The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; God is 
still with us for as Isaiah goes on to say: “You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its 
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest.”

It is this message that gives us hope, but it also gives us the resilience to do those things 
that we can do to improve the situation, to love and care; to support and encourage and 
remind people that they are not alone, they have not been abandoned. The future is still a 
future of promise. And, as his ambassadors we can bring an authentic message of hope.

PRAYER: Holy Lord, you sent your Son to fill the empty and restore the broken 
hearted. Bring into our lives today a fresh filling of your Spirit that we may know a nearness 
to you which drives out fear and makes us whole. As we breathe in your peace may our souls 
be revived and our trust in you be made complete. Draw us into your security as we face the 
hurdles that each day will bring. Guide us by your wisdom to achieve all that you have set for 
us, today and every day. Amen.

THE UNITING CHURCH IN 
AUSTRALIA MACEDON 
RANGES PARTNERSHIP
Romsey Congregation 
25 Pohlman Street, 
Romsey 3434 (P.O. Box 264)

Worship Services 
SUNDAY, 9:30am

Minister 
Pastor Annette Buckley 
P:	 5429 5351 
	 0457 608 539

Chairperson 
Mr. Noel Shaw 
P:	 5429 5509

Secretary 
Mrs. Jenifer Clampit 
P:	 5429 5480

Let the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts and homes. 
Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly. 
God comes to us, 
each and every one. 
God bless you every day.

Delay in distribution of 
Council rates notices
On September 11th last, the Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council advised that the delivery of Council’s 2025-26 
rates notices had been delayed, however Council will 
ensure ratepayers are not disadvantaged as a result.

Batches of notices had commenced being posted that 
week, with the timing of electronic notices still being 
confirmed. Council will keep ratepayers informed of any 
updates, including confirmation once all rates notices have 
been issued.

This delay was due to changes in the layout of the notices 
following the introduction of the Victorian Government’s 
Emergency Services and Volunteers Fund Levy late in our 
process. Council officers have sought to expedite designs 
and distribution with our external provider, but due to the 
unique requirements of rates notices, the detailed proofing 
process and high volume of redesign requests across 
multiple councils has created a backlog for the provider.

Council’s Chief Executive Officer Bernie 
O’Sullivan reassured residents that this unforeseen 
delay won’t create an additional financial burden on 
ratepayers. “Council apologises for the delay and any 
inconvenience this may cause,” he said.

“Ratepayers will still have the full standard payment period for 
their first instalment, and no interest penalties will apply for late 
payments caused by this delay, where they are made during the 
usual payment period.”
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ST. MARY’S PARISH - 
LANCEFIELD & ROMSEY
27-29 Chauncey Street Lancefield 
& 85 Main Road Romsey

PRESBYTERY OFFICE HOURS:  
Wed & Fri 8am - 5pm

E:	 lancefield@cam.org.au

P:	 5429 2130

Parish Priest 
Fr. John Healy  
C/- Woodend Presbytery 
P:	 5427 2690

ASSISTANT PRIEST:  
Fr. Wahid Riad

SCHOOL WEBSITE: 
www.smlancefield.catholic.edu.au

ST. MARY’S PARISH LANCEFIELD & ROMSEY

CURRENT MASS TIMES:

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS: Saturday Vigil Mass has returned. Vigil Mass will be celebrated 
each Saturday evening at 6:30pm in the Lancefield Church.

SUNDAY MASS: Sunday Mass will be celebrated at 9am and will alternate between 
Lancefield & Romsey. 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month in Romsey, 2nd, 4th & 5th 
Sundays of the month in Lancefield.

SATURDAY HEALING MASS: The Healing Mass will be celebrated at 10:30am in Romsey 
on the 1st Saturday of each month.

WEEKDAY MASS

•	 Thursday 9:30am at Romsey Church •	 Friday 9:30am at Lancefield Church

BAPTISMS: Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday of the month at 2:30pm.

Please contact the office for the next available dates.

RECONCILIATION: Reconciliation is held on the 2nd Saturday of the month at 10am in 
St. Ambrose Church in Woodend. Reconciliation is held on the 4th Saturday of the month at 
10am in St. Mary’s Church in Lancefield.

Should a parishioner want private Reconciliation, please contact Fr. John directly at 
Woodend on 5427 2690 to make arrangement.

NEW APPOINTMENT: In addition to his current appointment of Parish Priest to 
St. Mary’s Lancefield & Romsey and St. Ambrose Woodend, effective 19th of September, 
Fr. John Healy has been appointed Parish Priest of St. Brigids in Gisborne which incorporates 
St. Patrick’s Macedon and St. Ambrose Riddells Creek. Fr. Wahid Riad has been appointed as 
Assistant Priest and will reside in the Gisborne Presbytery. Fr. John and Fr. Wahid will alternate 
weekends within the parishes.

O
BETTER LIVING

STEO

• Back and neck pain
• Headaches
• TMJ Dysfunction

• Sports injuries
• Tendonitis and bursitis
• Joint sprains

Call us on (03) 4311 1876 to find out if
Osteopathy is right for you.

Open Monday - Saturday. 
Evening appointments available.

28 Wrixon Street Romsey
www.betterlivingosteo.com.au

/betterlivingosteo

Monthly orders of
10 kilo  / 5 kilo

boxes of lamb, beef
or a mixture.
$280 / $140

Custom orders by
arrangement

Premium quality
local beef & lamb

A FAMILY OPERATED BUSINESS LOCATED IN NULLA VALE!

• Butchered locally 
• Grass-fed for superior flavour
• Completely free from hormones & chemicals
• Produced using organic principles
• Aged in a salt wall room for unbeatable tenderness 

OUR BEEF & Lamb IS:

granitesprings.com.au/lamb-and-beef 
OR CALL US ON: 0409 386 875

Please direct enquiries to the 
parish office on  
5429 2130 or by email 
at lancefield@cam.org.au

FOR FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS, 
PLEASE CONTACT:	  
Fr. John on 5427 2690  
or by email at  
woodend@cam.org.au
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ENCOURAGE CHURCH ROMSEY

The Truth
What is THE TRUTH? According to the Oxford Dictionary, 
truth is that which is true, real, or actual.
One of the dangers we have as a society is that we let society define what truth 

is. It then becomes a majority rule, or the most powerful deciding the truth (remind 
anyone of the ‘Ministry of Truth’ in George Orwell’s novel ‘1984’?).

When society’s values and truth change over time, it means that the ‘truth’ of today, 
will not be the ‘truth’ of tomorrow, therefore the ‘truth’ of today is not ‘truth’. Hmmm, so 
what can we rely on to be the truth?

To be truth, it must be unchanging. If you want the best example of unchanging, that 
is God. “For I am the Lord, I do not change” (Malachi 3:6). That includes Jesus: “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). It was Jesus who said 
about himself: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6).

If you want to discuss THE TRUTH, join us for one of our services at 10am each Sunday 
at 7 Mitchell Court in Romsey.

ENCOURAGE 
CHURCH ROMSEY
WORSHIP SERVICE:  
Sundays @ 10am

OFFICE: 7 Mitchell Court, Romsey

P: (03) 5429 6327

EMAIL: 
office@encouragechurch.com.au

WEBSITE: 
www.encouragechurch.com.au

•	 Mainly Music

•	 Children’s Church

•	 Before & After School Care

•	 Youth Activities

Come along to one of our Sunday morning services at 10am and check out our seats - everyone is welcome! 
If you would like to know more about Encourage Church, come along to one of our activities! You can also check us out on 
our website www.encouragechurch.com.au or email us at office@encouragechurch.com.au.

ROMSEY POP UP SHOP 

Surplus Stock Sale 

 
101 Main Street Romsey 

50% off original Price. (As is, where is) 
Rugs, Cushions, Furniture, Gifts, Kitchenware, 
Pictures, Mirrors and lots more. 
Christmas Stock will be available early October. 
Open: Thursday, Friday Saturday 10-4pm 
Until sold out. 
Eftpos Available. 

ROMSEY POP UP SHOP 

Surplus Stock Sale 

 
101 Main Street Romsey 

50% off original Price. (As is, where is) 
Rugs, Cushions, Furniture, Gifts, Kitchenware, 
Pictures, Mirrors and lots more. 
Christmas Stock will be available early October. 
Open: Thursday, Friday Saturday 10-4pm 
Until sold out. 
Eftpos Available. 
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Turning a Cup of Tea into A  
Life Changing Conversation

Every day in Australia, 58 people are diagnosed with breast cancer. It remains 
the most commonly diagnosed cancer among women, with more than 21,000 
new cases expected in 2025. Heartbreakingly, nine Australians die from the 
disease every single day.
Despite these confronting numbers, conversations about breast cancer are often avoided, leaving many women to 

face their fears in silence. A new national campaign from tea brand Tetley in support of Breast Cancer Network Australia 
(BCNA) aims to change that, by transforming something as simple as a chat over a cup of tea into what could be a life 
changing conversation.

The Uncomfortable Cup campaign, launched ahead of Breast Cancer Awareness Month this October, encourages 
Australians to have difficult but vital conversations about symptoms, screening, and support. Working together, 
BCNA and Tetley are using a range of approaches to start meaningful conversations and provide strength through 
shared experiences.

As part of the campaign, Tetley is raising essential funds to support the work of BCNA through a limited-edition 
pink pack of Tetley Tea Cup 100s from which it will be donating 5 cents for every pack sold to BCNA. Funds raised will 
help ensure that every Australian affected by breast cancer has access to BCNA’s trusted information, support services, 
and advocacy.

To bring the campaign to life, Tetley has commissioned a series of unique artisan cups each with a sensory 
touch design relating to some of the physical symptoms individuals might be able to feel as part of self-
examination. The mugs form part of a social media campaign that encourages Australians to share their experiences 
and spark action.

“Sharing a cup of tea can be the catalyst for 
conversations, which no matter how uncomfortable, are 
deeply necessary. Whether checking in with a loved one, 
sharing a personal story, or learning about symptoms and

screening, these moments of connection can lead to 
early detection, greater understanding, and stronger 
support,” says Divya Shrivastava, Head of Marketing ANZ.

Case Study: Reshu Basnyat, Melbourne, Victoria

When Reshu Basnyat was diagnosed with triple-positive 
aggressive breast cancer at the age of 33, she was 
pregnant with her first child.

“Near the end of my first trimester, my husband and I 
were overjoyed, dreaming of our life as parents – but a 
small lump in my breast grew more difficult to ignore,” 
she said.

“After a series of tests, I was told I had triple-positive 
aggressive breast cancer. The weight of it, cancer while 
pregnant, was almost too much to bear.

“I still remember the BCNA Pink Lady visit in July 
2023. Seeing so many women bravely fighting breast 
cancer gave both me and my husband immense strength 
and reassurance that we weren’t alone.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
VISIT: https://www.tetley.com.au/theuncomfortablecup/
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LIVERY AVAILABLE
• Fully stabled
• Feeding three times a day
•  Daily exercise in an outdoor sand school
• Grooming (low horse to groom ratio)

YOUNG STOCK FOR SALE   
•  Prized Crabbet Park and Thornton Park  

bloodlines
• Limited supply

Romsey School Of Equitation
& THORNTON PARK ARAB HORSES

WE’VE BEEN TRAINING AND BREEDING HORSES SINCE 1936

P: +613 5429 5344 E: thorntonparkromsey@gmail.com
By appointment only. 590 Black Range Road, Romsey VIC 3434. W: romseyequitation.weebly.com   

Celebrating Spring at the Kyneton 
Daffodil and Arts Festival

The annual Kyneton Daffodil and Arts Festival, held from 
12th to 14th September, once again attracted visitors 
from near and far to celebrate the arrival of spring and 
participate in this cherished local tradition.
Members of the Romsey Country Women’s Association (CWA) proudly contributed to 

the success of the event by volunteering their time and efforts. Their support included 
assisting with catering services at the Masonic Hall, where a delightful selection of sweet 
and savoury treats was made available for festival-goers to enjoy.

The festival featured a vibrant parade and a variety of 
stalls showcasing local crafts, produce, and community 
initiatives. Daffodils adorned the town, creating a 
picturesque setting and marking the full bloom of spring 
across the region.

We hope you had the opportunity to experience this 
memorable celebration of community, culture, and the 
changing season.

Our meetings are on the 1st Wednesday of the month 
and craft days on 3rd Tuesday of the month.

We are always happy to invite ladies to either craft or 
meeting days to see if this is for you.

ROMSEY BRANCH  
OF C.W.A. INC
2025 STATE THEMES:
THEME: Sharing Knowledge for a 
Secure and Sustainable Future

PRODUCT/RESOURCE: 
SIndustrial Hemp

COUNTRY OF STUDY: Sri Lanka

THANKSGIVING FUND: Go 
Girls Foundation

STATE PROJECT: Video 
Conferencing Facilities – 
improving Communication 
Technology to Regional areas

CRAFT OF THE YEAR: Traditional 
Candle Wicking

FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL: 

PRESIDENT: Dianne Purtill,  
M: 0409 214 520 ,  
SECRETARY: Wendy Foster,  
M: 0409175 667, or 
EMAIL: cwaromsey@gmail.com
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What’s on at the Romsey Library This October
Staying Safer Online

•	 Saturday 4 October, 10 – 11.30am

Learn the essentials of safe passwords, how to pay 
safely online and tips to avoid scams and tricks.

Movie Club
•	 Wednesday 8 October, 10.30 – 12.30pm

A monthly meet-up of movie buffs keen to watch a 
recent release with a library fit. Call us for more details or 
come along and be surprised!

A Curious Circle
•	 Wednesday 14 October, 5.30 – 7.30pm

Tap into your creativity and enjoy making and 
connecting with other women in a friendly and inclusive 
setting. A new craft each month.

Refreshments provided.

Author Talk
THE BIPOLAR RUNNER

Celebrating National Mental Health Month

•	 Saturday 18 October 11 – 12pm

Jacqui Louise Swallow has lived with bipolar disorder all 
her life, battling crippling anxiety, debilitating depression, 
and destructive, whirlwind manic episodes. The only thing 
that has consistently helped her, more than medication, 
practicing gratitude, or mindfulness, is running - beginning 
with a few small steps and culminating in running the 
Melbourne Marathon.

Jacqui will share the story of her journey, one of pushing 
and challenging herself, defying expectations, and achieving 
something truly exceptional.

Book sales and signings available.

LEGACY

•	 Wednesday 22 October 1 – 2pm

A wonderful opportunity to meet leading Australian 
crime writer Chris Hammer!

In Legacy, Martin Scarsden returns for his first 
investigation in five years to find the tables have been 
turned. Instead of the hunter, he finds himself the 
hunted. He flees into the outback, only to find nowhere is 
safe — but who wants to kill him and why?

Book sales and signings available.

Chris Hammer is a former journalist of 30 years and 
author of eight bestselling crime novels. His novel, 
Scrublands, is now a TV series on Stan.

Spring Safe Storytime

•	 Monday October 27 and Tuesday October 
28, 11-11.45am

Join the Storytime Librarians for a very special Spring 
Safe Storytime to help spread the water safe message this 
Spring. We will have songs and rhymes, stories and a craft 
activity to finish.

All activities above are free and bookings are preferred. For 
more information, visit –  
www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au or phone – 03 5429 3086.

ROMSEY 
LIBRARY

ROMSEY LIBRARY (THE HUB)
98 Main Street, Romsey

P: 5429 3086

E: romsey@ncgrl.vic.gov.au

FACEBOOK: Macedon Ranges Libraries

OPENING HOURS

Please refer to our website 
www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au

Facebook page or contact us for information 
regarding up-to-date opening hours in February.
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Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change without notice. Full details available on application.. Full offset facility is available for Bendigo Complete Home Loan for both fixed and variable loans. Offset
facility can only be linked to one loan at any one time. A maximum of 6 offset facilities can be linked per loan account. Linked offset facility must be in same customer name/ number. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence
237879. (1728832–1767000) OUT_46997440, 09/09/2025

We’re not all banks.

Our Complete Home Loan offers 100% offset on Þxed and variable home loans. Which

means you could own your home sooner. 

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Community Bank ¥ LanceÞeld and Romsey

LanceÞeld ¥ 5429 1977 Romsey ¥ 5429 5526 

Book your Free Home Loan Health Check with our

local Home Loan Specialist Jodie Peacock today:  

Not all banks offer

100% offset on

their home loans.



boundrealestate.com.au

96 Embley Court, Romsey
$2,880,000

Quality country family living on 5 acres approx.

This grand family home captures spectacular views 
at all times of day in every season

5 4 8 5 Acres Approx

Paul Bohan

0413 594 224 
paul@boundrealestate.com.au

Lynne Payne

0479 068 228 
lynne@boundrealestate.com.au

Contact our agents:

Macedon Ranges

Scan the QR 
code to visit 
our website

Agents also servicing  Castlemaine  |  Sunbury  |  Daylesford & Hepburn Shire  |  Toorak  |  South Yarra  |  Prahran  |  Windsor  |  Albert Park  |  Port Melbourne

FOR SALE


