
Get Moving at Romsey 
Recreation Centre!

Programs for All Ages and Stages
There’s something for everyone at Romsey Recreation Centre this season, with fun and inclusive programs designed 

to keep our community active, healthy, and connected no matter your age or fitness level.

•	 Open Futsal offers a fast-paced indoor soccer competition for those aged 15+ of all skill levels. Matches are played 
during school terms every Tuesday, generally from 7:30pm. You can get your friends together and register a team or 
sign up as an individual to be allocated to an existing team. The next season commences in late July and runs through 
to early December.

•	 Back in the Game is perfect for older adults looking to stay social and active without the pressure of 
competition. These friendly, low-impact modified sports sessions run Thursdays at 9:30am and focus on fun, fitness, 
and meeting new people.

•	 Staying Strong is a program designed for older adults, helping to build strength, balance, and confidence through 
safe, supervised workouts in a supportive group setting. Join us Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9:30am.

•	 For the little ones, Active Kids offers playful, engaging sports sessions for children aged 3–5. These 45-minute 
classes run Mondays at 10am, helping kids build confidence, coordination, and a love of movement.

In addition to these Council-led activities, there are also facilities available for hire and other externally facilitated 
sports and activities such as Netball, Squash, and Pickleball. For more information on any of these activities, visit mrsc.
vic.gov.au/RRC, call (03) 5429 5637 or email leisure@mrsc.vic.gov.au
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Get local.
Support local.

A: 3/87 Sydney St, Kilmore 
: (03) 5734 3344 
: info@nhprinting.com.au

Business Cards
From gloss to velvet, gold and 
metallic foiling, nearly anything is 
possible for your business card.

• Booklets
• Flyers
• Invoice Books
• Magnets
• Stickers

Plus much more!

nhprinting.com.au
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part of

Business Loan? We can help

5427 4262
87 HIGH STREET WOODEND 3442

Second Thursday of the month 
10.30am-12pm 

Romsey Community Co-Op 
126 Main Street Romsey

Fourth Thursday of the month 
10.30am-12pm 
Social Foundry

86 Mollison Street Kyneton

Third Thursday of the month 
10.30am-12pm 

Gatehouse at Rupertswood
1 Macedon Street Sunbury
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For further information contact: 
Mez Lanigan on 5421 1666 or

email: mez.lanigan@scchc.org.au
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OBITUARY

Romsey Farewells a Quiet Achiever:  
The Life and Legacy of Bruce Aeneas Robb

Romsey has said goodbye to one of its most dedicated and 
dependable citizens. Bruce Robb, who passed away recently at the age of 
90, was a man who preferred action over applause. His contributions to 
the town’s sporting clubs, community groups, and organisations spanned 
decades and touched countless lives.
Born in Romsey in 1934, Bruce was a familiar and much-respected figure in the district. His early working life saw 

him travel across Victoria with the State Savings Bank, but it was his return to Romsey in 1967—when he and Tom 
Reynolds bought the local hardware and fuel business, called R and R Hardware, that began his most visible chapter of 
community service.

Bruce was a tireless worker for the clubs and organisations that help make a town like Romsey strong. He was a Life 
Member of the Romsey Tennis Club, where he played, fundraised, and served on the committee. He gave 73 years of 
service to the Romsey Golf Club, helping with everything 
from mowing the greens, the fairways and the rough, to 
managing the books as treasurer. Later, he became an 
active member of the Romsey Bowling Club, where he 
also took on the treasurer’s role and he was a reliable 
Pennant player for 40 years.

Bruce’s skills with figures and his reliable nature saw him 
also act as treasurer for numerous other groups over the 
years—including the Romsey Mechanics Institute, where 
he served for nearly 40 years, as well as the Romsey Rifle 
Club, and the Romsey Recreation Centre Committee.

Bruce is survived by his beloved wife Lorraine, their 
children Michelle and Wayne, and his grandchildren, all of 
whom he has supported and loved unfailingly. His passing 
marks the loss of a man who helped shape Romsey—
not through grand gestures, but through steady, 
selfless service.

Romsey has lost a true gentleman. But Bruce Robb’s 
legacy of integrity, loyalty, and quiet contribution will live 
on in the clubs he helped build, the community he served, 
and the lives he touched.
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JULY IN THE GARDEN

by Melanie Kinsey

Well the Indian summer finally 
ended and with some much-
needed rain, suddenly winter was 
upon us. I have to say though 
that by the time you read this, it 
is only about 6 weeks until pre-
spring is here! Then it will be 
‘Guling’ the Wurundjeri season 
of orchids blooming and the 
weather warming.

Meantime it is winter, and I 
am keeping an eye on the frost 
forecasts and protecting a few 
susceptible plants by throwing an 
old dropsheet over them before 
going to bed. 

About 95% of my garden is 
frost hardy but there are a few 
plants that I can’t bear to lose 
or are recently planted and not 
sufficiently toughened up yet. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winter flowering 
Red-Hot Pokers blaze brightly against 
the sky

Some plants have been burned 
by the frost, and I am just leaving 
them alone to see if they come 
back in spring. With a new garden 
it’s interesting to see where the 
frost hits the hardest!

On a brighter note, a sunny 
bench in the house is full of trays 
of germinating seedlings and 
my little greenhouse is full of 
cuttings and young plants. I’ve got 
some Murnong daisies coming 
up as well as some Sturt desert 
peas – it will be interesting to 
see if I can get both to the point 
of flowering. I also sowed an 
entire tray with pink paper daisies 
(Rhodanthe sp.) from Western 
Australia and am hoping I can plant 
the entire tray into the garden in a 
month’s time, so they flower and 
set seed in situ. 

Looking out the window 
now, I can see that the red-hot 
poker (Kniphofia ‘Winter Cheer’) 
has produced half a dozen 
flowers which will soon be in full 
bloom. I know the honeyeaters 
are going to love them. I planted 
it on the edge of the garden bed 
in a hollow where it gets a bit 
more water and it seems to really 
like this.

Interested in meeting like minded people with a passion for 
photography? 

Whether you are a complete novice or a fully ßedged professional, 

join us for workshops, tutorials, walkabouts, competitions, social 
outings and more.

Club Nights 
First and second Monday of the month 
(February - November, including public 

holidays)
7pm for 7:30pm start time

Jubilee Hall, 52 Smith Street,
Macedon
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Shauna Martin 
Sonia Martin
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Sue Kirkegard 
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Tony Lakey 
Shauna Martin 
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Distribution: 
Allan & Dianne 
John Evans 
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www.theromseyrag.com.au

Send us your thoughts and ideas for what 
you think could happen in Romsey.

FOR ALL CORRESPONDENCE: email@theromseyrag.com.au. Please note articles 
should be restricted to 300-350 words plus/minus a picture. Articles will be edited 
as required. The editorial committee reserve the right not to print inflammatory or 
unsuitable materials.
DISCLAIMER: The views expressed by contributors are their own and not endorsed by the publisher or the editor of The Romsey 
Rag. No responsibility is accepted by the publisher or the editor for the accuracy of any information contained in the text or 
advertisements. The editor and publisher reserve the right to reject any submissions or advertisement for any reason. Publishing decisions 
are not based on subject matter and we reserve the right to edit all submissions. We have a policy of allowing all political parties 
equal access to this platform. We will not print or disseminate any content that we consider to be defamatory, racist, discriminatory 
or hateful in any way.

Community Newspaper Association 
of Victoria - the voice of 
the community
The Romsey Rag is proud a member 
of the CNAV. It is the peak body 
representing not-for-profit community 
newspapers across Victoria.

ROMSEY MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE

PO Box 130, MOB; 0458 726 106, ABN; 99 340 024 758
presidentrmi@gmail.com, 
secretaryrmi@gmail.com, rmibookings@gmail.com

June was a busy month at the RMI. The hall was proud to 
host funerals of two long-term locals. This is why we need to 
continue to make improvements to the building and to build numbers on the management 
committee, so we can continue to offer a good facility to the town “We thank Paul Green for 
repairing the Chair Crane”.

We also have a new dance class (ages 3 to adult) now running on Thursday evenings as 
well as our other regular bookings during the week.
The Romsey Mechanics’ Insitute is on Crown Land & is owned by you, the people of Vistoria. It is overseen by a volunteer 
Committee of Management (CoM) which answers to the Department of Energy, Enviromnent & Climate Action (DEECA)

ESTABLISHED 1865

BBQ 
Ribs& 
WINGS

FRIDAYS FROM 5pm
PLATES STARTING FROM $15

BOOK NOW! lostwateringhole.com
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RT Edgar 
 MACEDON RANGES

Selling, Buying, in Romsey, Lancefield and Macedon Ranges, choose a local agent that knows your game... 
RT Edgar - Beverley Higgs 0448 271 222 | Jason York 0447 391 089 | Travis Cole 0428 202 672

Phone (03) 5427 1222

Property Sales - Property Management

Local agents that live and love 
your community... that’s expertise!

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
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Art to Wear 2025
The annual Art to Wear Parade presented by The Gallery celebrates 20 years 
at Jubilee Hall, Macedon, on Saturday July 5, at 1pm - 3pm. Local artists, 
Colleen Weste and the late Joan Burke began the Parade at Top of the Range.
This very engaging event brings together amazing designs created by 25 talented makers from all over 

Victoria. There will be a wonderful collection of unique handmade clothing, jewellery and various accessories. There will 
be an equally spectacular display of kimonos in the foyer to greet you, similar to that at the NGV.

The Gallery’s famed champagne and afternoon tea are again part of the proceedings so gather a group of friends 
and join us. Knits, felts, woven materials, and painted silk and wool will be shown by our dedicated and enthusiastic 
models. Accessories of hats, scarves and jewellery as well as innovative recycled pieces will complement the 
modelled garments.

•	 All garments not sold on Parade Day will be featured at The Gallery, Mt. Macedon, during July.

•	 Tickets $30. Purchase online only through Try Booking - www.trybooking.com/DCDAT

•	 Doors open at 12.30pm

ENQUIRIES: Colleen Weste 0419 009 030 www,thegallerymtmacedon.com.au or email - info@
thegallerymtmacedon.com.au

EXHIBITIONS FOR 2026: Bookings are open to artists to exhibit in the Focus Room. Please check out the web page or 
contact or visit The Gallery for more details.

The Gallery is at 684 Mt. Macedon Road, Mt. Macedon and is open Friday to Tuesday from 10am to 4pm.

Sue Anson 0413 581 632
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Having Fun, Making New Friends, and Catching-up with Old Ones!
The Romsey/Lancefield Probus Club is for outgoing retirees or semi-retired people to meet, relax and enjoy the 
welcoming company of those at the same stage of life. There is a regular monthly meeting with guest speakers, 
morning tea and time to socialise with the other members. Each month there is a regular outing for lunch held 
at different venues around the region as well as short and longer trips throughout the year. There is a coffee 
morning at 10 am every Friday at the Lost Watering Hole where members meet for a chat and a bit of fun.

Our new Outings Coordinator Stuart Macpherson has organised some interesting outings to the Redesdale 
Hotel, the Victoria Hotel in Woodend and the Hotel in Trentham. Great opportunities to make the best of what 
the Macedon Ranges have to offer

We have had a number of new members join the club this year so give it a thought!

Contact:

President: Ken 
Secretary: Betty 0409 359 048

Visit our website: www.rlprobus.org.au

We are a friendly, welcoming group from diverse 
backgrounds with a variety of interests and we’d 
love to meet you! Feel free to attend a meeting as a 
visitor.

Managing Your Water 
Supply This Winter

As winter sets in, Greater Western Water (GWW) is 
encouraging customers to protect their water meters and 
solar hot water panels from frosty temperatures. With dry conditions across 
the region, it’s also a timely reminder to make every drop count.
As the days get colder, there are a few things you can do to make sure your water – both hot and cold – will keep 

flowing all winter long.

To prevent your water meter freezing during frosty weather, cover your meter with something that traps the air 
around it, like a blanket, container or bucket.

It’s not just meters that are vulnerable to frost. If you have solar hot water panels, these too can freeze up in cold 
weather, which can cause them to expand and crack. These cracks can cause leaks which could result in a higher 
water bill.

To prevent solar hot water panels freezing, GWW recommends servicing your panels every three to five years, 
ensuring a frost protection valve is installed and checking 
the solar controller for error codes and warning lights.

For customers in our north-west, including Lancefield, 
Romsey and Woodend, it’s never been more important to 
use water wisely. Following a record-breaking dry summer 
and autumn, with forecasts pointing to a dry winter 
ahead, GWW continues to work on reducing the impact of 
these conditions on our precious drinking water supplies.

If your water meter splits or breaks, call GWW on 
13 44 99 and the team will arrange a replacement. If pipes 
on your side of the meter or your solar hot water panels 
are damaged, you’ll need to call a licensed plumber to 
complete the repairs.
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Lowering speed limits to save 
lives across our major towns
Feedback is invited on safety-focused proposals 
that would enable modest reductions to speed limits 
in the core business and activity areas of Riddells 
Creek, Woodend and Kyneton. 

Fully funded through the Victorian Government’s 
Safe Local Roads and Streets Program, in consultation 
with the Department of Transport and Planning and the 
Transport Accident Commission, these proposals aim to 
improve safety for pedestrians and all road users. 

Studies show lowering speed limits reduces the severity 
of collisions and ultimately, fatalities. For the selected 
towns, traffic counts show that average operating speeds 
are in many cases already below the proposed new 
speed limits, with minimal impacts expected to travel 
times. Lowering the current speed limits is also necessary 
to legally enforce the minority who do exceed them on occasion. 

These proposals align with Council’s strategic and consultation-informed town movement network plans, as well as 
the overarching Mobility and Road Safety Strategy which follows the internationally recognised Safe System approach. 

Director Assets and Operations Dom Testoni said lowering speed limits on selected roads was a small-yet-powerful 
change, to influence driver behaviour around more pedestrian-heavy areas.  “The principles that underpin the Safe System 
approach are that people make mistakes, people have a limited tolerance to injuries, and that safety is a shared responsibility – 
this proposal aims to support all three of these,” he said. 

“We appreciate that some may feel lowering speed limits 
is an overreach or unnecessary, but no matter how adept or 
alert of a driver you feel you are, this measure will reduce 
the risk of impeding factors both in and outside of our 
control. Those who have been involved in a serious vehicle 
incident or have sadly lost a loved one will appreciate this 
more than most.” 

The proposals for Riddells Creek, Woodend and 
Kyneton complement a similar recently consulted-on 
proposal for speed limit reductions and roundabout 
upgrades in Gisborne, to which feedback is currently 
being considered. 

Drop-in sessions relevant to these 
proposals will be held as follows: 

•	 Riddells Creek: Tuesday 17 June, 5:30-7pm: 
Riddells Creek Community Centre, 74 Main Rd 

•	 Woodend: Monday 30 June, 5:30-7pm: 
Woodend Community Centre and Library, cnr 
Forest and High streets 

•	 Kyneton: Tuesday 1 July, 5:30-7pm: Council’s 
Kyneton Administration Centre, 129 Mollison 
Street 

Feedback is invited until Monday 7 July 2025.  
Visit yoursay.mrsc.vic.gov.au/pedes 
trianand-road-safety-improvements to find out 
more about these projects and have your say online, or 
call (03) 5422 0333 and ask to speak to the Engineering 
team if you require further assistance.

News from the Shire
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Call for Volunteers
Join us as a volunteer at the 
Kyneton or Woodend Visitor 
Information Centres, where 
you can be a welcoming face 
to our beautiful region.

Volunteers play a pivotal 
role in our team, responding 
to visitor enquiries both 
in person and over the 
phone. They provide detailed 
information about the region 
and its surroundings, ensuring 
that every visitor has an 
unforgettable experience.

We offer comprehensive 
training to make you feel 
prepared and confident in 
your role. From familiarisation 
tours to information sessions 
and even social outings 
and events, you’ll have the 
knowledge and expertise 
needed to guide and inform our 
visitors. Excellent communication 
skills and experience in 
customer service is highly 
desirable with three-hour, 
weekly, or fortnightly shifts 
currently available.

Kyneton Visitor Information 
Centre is open from 10am 
to 4pm, Friday to Sunday, 
providing the perfect weekend 
opportunity to share your love 
for our community.

Woodend Visitor Information 
Centre is open from 10am 
to 4pm, 7 days a week and 
specifically looking for 
volunteers on Saturdays 
and Sundays. This is a great 
opportunity for those who want 
to get involved over the weekend 
and support visitors to the 
Macedon Ranges.

Our volunteers assist in the 
visitor information centres 
either in the mornings or 
afternoons. This is a great 
opportunity for those who want 
to get involved over the weekend 
and support visitors to the 
Macedon Ranges.

Find out more by visiting mrsc.
vic.gov.au/volunteer 

News from the Shire

Empower Your Home webinars
Join any of our upcoming ‘lunch and learn’ sessions as part of the Home 
Energy Empowerment program. These events are brought to you by the 
Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance councils including City of Greater 
Bendigo, Central Goldfields Shire Council, Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
and Pyrenees Shire Council.

•	 Insulate for Home Comfort – 7 July, 12:30 – 1:30pm

Insulation is the unsung hero of home comfort and energy efficiency.

Good insulation doesn’t just make your home warmer in winter and 
cooler in summer – it also reduces energy bills, minimises noise, and 
boosts your property’s value.

This session will be led by Maurice Beinat, co-founder of ecoMaster and 
a leader in thermal efficiency.

•	 Intro to hot water heat pumps - 22 July, 12:30 – 1:30pm

This session will shine a spotlight on one of the most energy intensive 
appliances at home – your hot water system.

By replacing a gas hot water unit with a quality heat pump hot water 
system, households can save around $330 per year on their energy bills.

Led by Frank Forster from EnviroShop Newstead, a leading expert and 
local advocate for home electrification.

•	 Solar and Batteries 101 – 4 August, 12:30 – 1:30pm

This session will help you understand whether a solar and or battery 
system is the right choice for you, how best to proceed and then 
optimise savings.

The session will cover how solar and battery systems work, how to 
determine what’s right for your property/context, reviewing quotes and 
the latest government incentives.

Led by Frank Forster from EnviroShop Newstead, a leading expert and 
local advocate for home electrification.

Get Active, Stay Social – Join Our 
Senior Sports Programs!
Looking for fun, fitness, and a great community vibe? Our senior 
sports programs are perfect for anyone aged 15+ wanting to stay active 
and connected!

Open Futsal: Fast-paced indoor soccer for all skill levels. 
Every Tuesday, from 7:30pm at Romsey Recreation Centre.

Women’s Netball: A dynamic way to build fitness and friendships. 
Join us Tuesday nights from 7:10pm at Woodend Buffalo Sports Stadium.

Mixed Basketball: Social, fun, and open to all skill levels! Tip-off is 
Thursday nights from 7:30pm at Riddells Creek Leisure Centre.

Open to players aged 15 and over, you can get your friends together 
and register a team, or sign up as an individual to be allocated to an 
existing team. No matter your experience level, you’ll find a welcoming, 
supportive environment.

The next season commences in late July and runs through to early 
December. For more info or to register, contact your local centre or visit www.
mrsc.vic.gov.au/leisure
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Visiting Family 
or Friends
Woodend and Kyneton 
visitor information centres 
now offer free information 
packs for residents who have 
family or friends visiting the 
Macedon Ranges.

The information packs include a cotton tote bag 
containing visitor maps, itineraries, and a copy of the 
newly released ‘Rejuvenate’ magazine, the ultimate travel 
guide to the Macedon Ranges and Daylesford.

Also included is a voucher for your friends and 
relatives to spend on a wonderful selection of locally 
made and designed gifts and souvenirs at the visitor 
information centres. Available to households only.

Woodend Visitor Information Centre is open 7 
days a week from 10am to 4pm and Kyneton Visitor 
Information Centre is open from 10am to 4pm, Friday – 
Sunday

Hope in a Suitcase is a non-profit organisation run 
entirely by passionate and dedicated volunteers and 
through donations of new items from the community, 
and the generosity of groups and corporations. Since its 
beginning in 2018, the charity has grown to be able to 
provide suitcases for children going into foster care or 
out-of-home care, throughout NSW, Queensland, Victoria 
and Tasmania.

The suitcases are filled with essential items such as 
toiletries, (sanitary items for the older girls), underwear, a 
set of pyjamas and a change of clothing. They also include 
something to cuddle for the younger children, a toy, a 
book to read, a journal or colouring-in books and pencils 
to encourage creativity and provide a distraction away 
from their turmoil.

Romsey CWA is proud to be involved with this wonderful 
group. Full details at hiasc.org.au
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Ginger is not only a culinary spice, it is also lauded as a health product which 
has wonders ready to make you a happier, heartier soul by simply using it.
Those unhappy folk who suffer from diabetes or high blood pressure should consider using ginger, either fresh or 

powdered, in any way possible.

For instance, put ginger slices, crushed garlic and spring onions with a splash of soy sauce on top of fillets of fish 
nestling in baking paper, and pop the package into the oven.

And here’s one of my favourite health recipes.

SPICED CAULIFLOWER WITH BROAD BEANS

INGREDIENTS

•	 1 cup frozen broad beans

•	 1 Tablespoon olive oil

•	 2 teaspoons ground cumin

•	 2 medium onions, thin sliced

•	 2 Jalapeño chillies, de-seeded,  
de-veined and finely chopped

•	 4 garlic cloves, crushed

•	 1 Tablespoon grated fresh ginger

•	 1 Tablespoon ground coriander

•	 1/2 teaspoon turmeric

•	 1 cup water

•	 1 medium sized head cauliflower, cut into florets

•	 1 medium tomato, diced

•	 1/2 cup chopped fresh coriander

•	 lemon wedges

METHOD

1.	Cook the broad beans in boiling water for 3 minutes. Drain and rinse with cold water.

2.	Heat the oil in a large, heavy-based saucepan on a medium-high heat. Stir in the cumin, onions, Jalapeños, turmeric, 
garlic and ginger. Keep stirring for a few seconds then add the water and cauliflower. Stir to coat well, cover and 
cook until the cauliflower is almost tender (about 15-20 minutes).

3.	Stir in the tomato and broad beans, cover and cook until the cauliflower is tender and the beans are heated 
through - about 2 minutes. Sprinkle with coriander and serve with lemon wedges.

PS. The Chinese reckon ginger is so good it’s an aphrodisiac - and there’s a lot of them so they could be onto something.

PPS. I only have 2 children, but eat a lot of ginger.

PPPS. Ginger Mick, C.J.Dennis’ hero who sold pairs of rabbits outside Melbourne’s Queen Vic Market, probably included 
root ginger in his recipes,

I’ll research C.J.Dennis to see if the above has any validity.

COOKING WITH
PETER RUSSELL-CLARKE
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COMMUNITY BANK CONNECTIONS

Community Banking:  
Real Impact, Right Here

Every day, our customers help change lives just by choosing to bank with us.
That’s the power of community banking. As part of Bendigo Bank, Australia’s Most Trusted Bank, we offer all the 

products, tech and service you’d expect from a big bank, but with one key difference: our profits stay here.

Our Lancefield and Romsey branches are locally owned and operated. That means every time you bank with us, you’re 
helping fund local initiatives - from playground upgrades to scholarships, from sports clubs to community events.

Our volunteer Board of Directors, drawn from the Lancefield and Romsey communities, ensures our profits are 
reinvested locally. Over the years, more than $3.5 million has been returned to our local area through our Community 
Investment Program via grants, sponsorships, scholarships and donations, all made possible thanks to our customers.

So, if you already bank with us, thank you. You’re helping create positive, lasting change. And if you don’t? Drop into a 
branch or call us on 5429 5526 to find out how your banking could make a real difference.

*SOURCE: Roy Morgan Risk Monitor 2024

LOCAL STUDENTS OFF TO SYDNEY FOR YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

We’re proud to support the next generation of leaders in our community. This year we offered two scholarships to 
attend the Magic Moments Youth Leadership & Business Summit in Sydney, and Lancefield Junior Football Netball 
Club have generously supported a third place at the Summit, allowing us to work together to send two youth 
from Lancefield.

Congratulations to our three local youth who were awarded this year’s scholarships:

•	 London Rayment
•	 Jye Condron
•	 Chloe Donnellon

These inspiring young people will attend the national program from Saturday 5 July to Wednesday 9 July, where 
they’ll join hundreds of students from across Australia to develop leadership, communication and life skills, all with 
the goal of making a positive difference in their communities. We can’t wait to hear about their experience when 
they return!

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM: UPCOMING ROUND

Applications for the next round of our Community Investment Program grants and sponsorships will open on 
Monday 21 July and close Midnight Sunday 31 August.

Have you got a great idea for your community group or club? Want to learn more about what makes a strong grant 
application? Come along to our Community Investment Program Information Night at 7pm on the 10th July at the 
Lancefield Mechanics’ Institute (RSVP by 7th July to cip@lrcfsl.com.au).

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/CommunityBankLancefieldRomsey or email us at cip@lrcfsl.com.au for further 
updates and application info.

Supporting your local community
Community Bank - Romsey 5429 5526
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It’s a Wrap for 
Afternoon of Film

A definite buzz was to be found at 
the Kyneton Mechanics Institute last 
Sunday 15th June as the Macedon 
Ranges Shire Council and Kindness 
to Elders Initiative presented a free 
‘Afternoon of Film’ to mark World Elder Abuse Awareness Day which was 
hosted by veteran actor Ian Rooney.
Despite the cold, grey day a good turnout came to show support. The welcoming sounds of the Kyneton Brass Band 

and smells of sizzling sausages, frying donuts and brewing coffee greeted all with a carnival air.

Local identity Janet Wood AM, former President of the Council of the Aging (Victoria), raised the inaugural WEAAD 
flag to open the event and gave a stirring and informative speech on how society can act on elder abuse. After a short 
film on financial elder abuse, it was time for Ian’s first guest, another local identity and international speaker, Bob Nixon, 
who delivered an impressive session on protecting one’s finances.

While the pure vocals of Young Voices of Macedon Choir rang out through the hall Ian’s next two guests waited in the 
wings. Arriving on stage to the delight of all they needed no introduction for they were local identities of film and fame, 
Shane Jacobson and Stephen Curry who had both donated valuable time for their community. Alongside Ian, the three 
actors kept everyone spellbound and if it weren’t for the scheduled screening of the feature film Thelma at 2pm their 
talk on life in film would have far exceeded the 45 minutes they gave.

Thelma itself was well attended and it’s screening was the perfect ending to a successful day.

The Macedon Ranges Shire Council and Kindness to Elders Initiative would like to thank everyone involved, each and 
every one donated their time to take part, not to mention their time in lead up to the day, their community spirit shines 
the light on kindness to elders. For a full event wrap visit facebook / Kindness to Elders.

If you or anyone you know are experiencing elder abuse phone the confidential helpline at Senior Rights Victoria on 
1300 368 821 (and press option 1).

Photo caption: Left to right - Lynda McClure Cameron (Kindness to Elders), Stephen Curry, Ian Rooney, Hayley Short 
(Community Connections Co-ordinator, MRSC) Shane Jacobson
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What’s on at the Library in July
The Warm Winter Read is back for 2025, inviting readers 
aged 16 and over to embrace the joy of reading during 
the colder months. Running until August 31, this 
statewide initiative by Public Libraries Victoria encourages 
participants to log their reading activities, be it books, 
magazines, or audiobooks.

To join, simply register on the ReadBooks platform or 
pick up a paper tracking log at the library. As you read, 
you can submit book reviews and track your reading days 
to earn entries into prize draws. Additionally, the Warm 
Winter Read features a selection of Victorian authors who 
have recommend their favourite books for you to discover.

Join readers across Victoria in this cozy and rewarding 
winter challenge!

July Programs & Events

 A CURIOUS CIRCLE

•	 Tuesday 8th July, 5:30-7:30 
Gather together in an inclusive and friendly craft 
circle for creativity and conversation. A new craft 
each month - bookings required.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

Join us these school holidays for a drop in library 
hunt, craft and colouring activities and a movie on 
the Wednesday in both weeks, times and movies to 
be confirmed.  Keep an eye out for our school holiday 
program online for more information.

Special School Holiday Events
EXPLORE SPACE & BLAST OFF

•	 Wednesday 9th July 10.30-11.30am

Explore the wonders of space through fun, hands-on 
activities. Discover space using cool tech like virtual reality 
Merge Cubes and launch your own mini rockets!

Ages 8-12 years - bookings required.

SCIENCE OF SOUND

•	 Friday 11th July 10:30-11:30

Presented by the Discovery Science & Technology Centre, 
Bendigo, and Supported by the Dept of Industry, Science 
and Resources.

Get ready to make some noise as we dive into the 
science of sound, experimenting with amplification, pitch 
and vibrations. Discover what makes sound travel, how 
to change the way things sound, and which weird and 
wacky objects create the best noises. A great hands-on, 
ears-on adventure!

Ages 5-12 years - bookings required.

AUTHOR TALK 
HOLLY BRUNNBAUER:  
WHAT DID I MISS?

•	 Friday 25th July 10:30-11:30

Join the lively Holly Brunnbauer to hear about her 
debut novel, a fresh and feisty romantic comedy 
about what happens when you meet someone special 
before truly knowing yourself. Married young. Finally 
divorced. Turning thirty…you’ll love it!

Book Sales and signings available.

FILM CLUB

•	 2nd Wednesday of each month 10:30-12:30

Pop in to the library and grab a brochure with the 
upcoming films.

For all bookings, please head to 
goldfieldslibraries.com or phone us 5429 3086.

ROMSEY 
LIBRARY

ROMSEY LIBRARY (THE HUB)
98 Main Street, Romsey

P: 5429 3086

E: romsey@ncgrl.vic.gov.au

FACEBOOK: Macedon Ranges Libraries

OPENING HOURS

Please refer to our website 
www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au

Facebook page or contact us for information 
regarding up-to-date opening hours in February.
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EASTERN MACEDON RANGES BUSINESS AND TOURISM 
ASSOCIATION INC (EMRBATA) - UPDATE

EMRBATA ADVOCACY UPDATE

EMRBATA has a long history of constructive dialogue with Macedon Ranges 
Shire Council, borne out of mutual respect and trust built over more than a 
decade. Whilst most of the communications are directed through the Economic 
Development and Tourism team, Council’s Planning Team has given EMRBATA a 
commitment to progress discussion regarding the - sometimes contentious - Place of 
Assembly application process. EMRBATA welcomes opportunities such as this as it strives 
to support its members to develop the viability of their businesses.

ROMSEY TOWN CENTRE ACTION TEAM – “THRIVING ROMSEY” UPDATE

The Romsey Town Centre Action Team is now known as Thriving 
Romsey which reiterates its aim to reinvigorate the town centre 
(referencing the Romsey Town Centre Action Plan) so that it thrives 
for the benefit of businesses, visitors and community members.

Follow Thriving Romsey on FB or GET INVOLVED!  
(contact@easternmacedonranges.au or DM)

MEET “RIPLEY” THE (ROMSEY) 
ROUNDABOUT” – A CINDERELLA TALE IN THE MAKING!

Once upon a time, there was a much-anticipated new roundabout born in central Romsey. Despite early efforts to 
dress up Ripley, COVID and other factors conspired to make Ripley a very sad and decrepit site in the middle of the 
road, passed by many hundreds of vehicles daily! Now it’s Ripley’s time to shine! Help Thriving Romsey give Ripley a 
much-needed makeover that will provide a “wow factor welcome” to Romsey’s town centre! Follow Ripley’s story of 
redemption on FB @ Thriving Romsey.

RIDDELLS CREEK TINY TOWNS FUND SUCCESS

 Reimagine Riddell (the Riddells Creek Town Centre Action Team), supported by EMRBATA, has been successful in its 
application to the State Government’s Tiny Towns Fund (Round 2). The team was recently notified of their success by 
State Member for Macedon, Mary-
Anne Thomas, MLA This will enable 
the progression of its Station Street 
Enhancement Project Stage 1 which 
will see aesthetic lighting, wayfinding 
signage and Murnong Creek 
beautification works. These were 
all actions identified in the Riddells 
Creek Town Centre Activation Plan.

EMRBATA’S VISION IS: A vibrant, 
collaborative and prosperous 
eastern corridor community which 
enhances liveability in the region.

FACEBOOK: 	  
Eastern Macedon Ranges - 
Business and Living

EMRBATA MEMBERSHIP: 	
https://easternmacedonranges.au/
emrbata

EMAIL:  
contact@macedonranges.au

SAVE THE DATE - EMRBATA BUSINESS BREAKFAST 2025

•	 Friday 25th July @ The Lost Watering Hole
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DIRECTORY
Business & Trade

RELIABLE  24 HOUR SERVICE
POLICE CHECKED

NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES

Your Local “A” Grade Electrician  
servicing the macedon ranges for

over 25 years

PROVIDING SOLUTIONS FOR ALL DOMESTIC,
INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL NEEDS. 
NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL. 

REC: 26561

0419 399 590

INFO@BEYONDELECTRICAL.NET

ELECTRICAL

ACCOUNTS & BOOKKEEPING

KRAMMER ACCOUNTANTS 
Email: wkrammer@bigpond.net.au

W.F (Bill) KRAMMER FPNA

ESSENDON: 

Surte7, 2nd floor,  
902 Mt Alexander Road, Essendon 

Tel: (03) 9326 0211 

ROMSEY: 

106 Main Street,  
Romsey 3434 

Tel: (03) 5429 5477 

ELECTRICAL

 

                                                                                                             
                                                            
                                                           
                                                                                                
    
      

                                                                                 

For All Your Electrical Requirements 

  

colinjbromley@gmail.com 

M: 0419 580 380    Ph:  5429 5938 
 

REC 13897 

BLINDS & AWNINGS

AUTO

YOUR 
AD 
HERE
For advertising enquiries to; 
email@theromseyrag.com.au
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DIRECTORY
Business & Trade

PLUMBING

FIREWOOD

SPLIT RED GUM 
FIREWOOD
*LPG 45kg Cylinders  

Rental Free*
PH MANNY 0418-570-249

YARD SALES  
Ph: Amanda 0438-570-249 
Email: sales@lancefieldfirewood.com.au
547 Lancefield-Tooborac Road, Lancefield 
Visit us at lancefieldfirewood.com.au

CREDIT 
CARDS 

ACCEPTED

LANCEFIELD FIREWOOD

MAINTENANCE

NORTH WEST
HOSE & FITTINGS

ABN 98 452 942 518

Paul Fabris
M 0411 554 368
E nwhandf@iprimus.com.au
A 1792 Romsey Road, Romsey, Vic 3434

Best under pressure

VETERINARY SERVICES

ROMSEY VETERINARY SURGERY

� 5429 5711

80 Main Street Romsey VIC 3434
� romseyvet@apiam.com.au  � romseyvet.com.au

HOME & GARDEN

CENTRAL TREE CARE
Professional Tree Service

BRADLEY NUTTALL
Adv. Cert. of Arboriculture

Travel Tower
Wood Chipper
Tree Climbing
Stump Removal

18 Palmer Street
Romsey, 3434

Phone/Fax: (03) 5429 5549
Mobile: 0409 023 282

HOME & GARDEN

PH Roofing
Trevor Harbinson
Mobile: 0411 508 120
Phone: 5429 6632

• Storm Damage
• Repairs
• Extensions

• Re-bedding and 
Pointing

• Free Quotes

YOUR AD HERE
For advertising enquiries to; 
email@theromseyrag.com.au



20 The Romsey Rag - July 2025

ROMSEY MENS SHED - FRIENDSHIPS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE!

WE LIKE TO GET NEW MEMBERS!

The Thursday BBQ/Light lunch is a good place to start! It is popular and we have a “pub style” meat raffle 
that funds occasional lunch outings at the 1860 or Lost Watering Hole and sometimes nearby venues.

As winter sets in, many men will feel a bit 
housebound and those with partners may find 
their partner happy to see them out for a while, 
mixing with other men. And those without 
partners, can often feel particularly isolated, on 
our long Romsey wintry days.

Mens Sheds mainly cater for retired and 
semi-retired men, but younger men are always 
welcome. At $70 a year (or two part-payments 
are OK) it is a good investment.

The Mens Shed “movement” has moved 
globally from Australia and is well recognised 
as contributing to positive outcomes for Mens 
mental health. (Partners also benefit indirectly)

A key objective is to maintain a “safe, happy place” for men to gather. Some like projects and “hands on” 
and sometimes we help out on community work. But the social side –“coffee and chat” - is very important.

OPEN TIMES

WE ARE IN ROMSEY PARK AT 47 BARRY STREET AND OUR USUAL OPERATING TIMES ARE :

•	 On Tuesdays from 9.30 - 4 for coffee, chats and for “hands-on” members, project work
•	 Wednesdays around 9.30 am for the woodwork enthusiasts to just after lunch
•	 Thursday is our most popular day, from around 9.30 to about 2pm. With a five-dollar donation 

barbecue/light lunch at 12 noon. Donated Joshs Eggs are sometimes served. There is usually a short 
quiz session - chocolate bar prizes and peer prestige, are at stake. A committee report is also given.

PROGRESS ON EXTENSION OF THE SHED

After a recent meeting with the MRSC CEO to discuss approval delays, we are now hopeful that issues of 
concern to the shire will be resolved shortly and we can move on with construction of the extension to the 
existing Shed.

The Lancefield/Romsey Bendigo Community Bank gave us a grant last year for the Steel Shed and 
Concrete floor and we have been concerned over cost blowouts with the delays. Fitting out will require 
separate grants and donations, over time.

The extension is needed to meet present and growing demands in the Romsey district. When complete, 
we will be able to offer emergency accommodation under the regional emergency program and let out to 
community organisations for occasional functions and meetings.

OUR FACEBOOK PAGE IS: Romsey Mens Shed Inc. We have a GO FUND ME for the T model project.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS: SECRETARY: romseyms@gmail.com or drop in at 47 Barry Street

CAPTION FOR PHOTO: L-R Mike Purtill, John Spring, Eric 
Foster, Kevin Fothergill
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What Are We Doing?
The Wurundjeri cared for country in the Romsey district 
for an estimated 20,000 years. Since European settlement 
in the 1850’s the environmental damage is apparent. 
Our environment needs friends. We each need to do what we can. We cannot 
rely on government to solve all of the problems we have created.
Deep Creek Landcare Group covers the Lancefield, 

Romsey and Monegeetta districts and is part of the Upper 
Deep Creek Landcare Network (UDCLN) that covers much 
of the Macedon Ranges. At present we have 58 families 
that are financial members; 20 of whom are new this 
year. Although we are growing our membership, our ability 
to carry out projects is limited. We need new members to 
help with working bees, administration, communication, 
advocacy and activism.

As far as on-ground works go, we have carried out 
significant plantings of indigenous plants on private and 
public land throughout our 30 year history. In May we 
worked with Ammie Jackson, our Landcare Facilitator to carry out two plantings on Mount William as part of the Mount 
William Biolink project. The current project is supported by Melbourne Water and involves 9 properties. On May 4 we 
planted over 300 trees, shrubs and grasses at Lanes End winery. Two weeks later we returned to an adjacent property, 
Wilimee winery, to plant 800 trees, shrubs and grasses! Seventeen of our members were in attendance bringing the 
total to over 30.

This year we received a Biolink Boost Grant from council and the Community Bank to conduct plantings and 
giveaways of indigenous plants with the aim of raising our profile in Romsey. At our first giveaway at Coles in Romsey 
on May 3 we gave away 354 plants to 44 landholders. On June 14 we gave away 469 plants to 40 landholders outside 
the Romsey IGA. We would thank Craig, his family and IGA for their generosity and support. Some of the plants 
were purchased from Grow Locals with the remainder grown from Tree Project seeds by us. As part of the grant 
we will be conducting two plantings which have been deferred to spring due to the unseasonally dry conditions in 
autumn. Plantings will add to the understory at the streamside reserve at Doggetts Bridge and to the biodiversity along 
Five Mile Creek in Romsey. We will also carry out a third planting of grasses and shrubs on a private property on the 
creek. This project has involved the removal of willows by the property owners and is supported by Melbourne Water.

As part of the UDCLN we are also involved in the Deep Creek Biolink and are working with Melbourne Water, the 
Maribynong Catchment Group, the Macedon Ranges Shire Council and the Biolinks Alliance to design and implement 
a plan for the biolink. Its aim is to restore ecological connectivity and enhance biodiversity across the Upper 
Maribyrnong catchment.

Without continuous and connected biolinks across the landscape many species will be increasingly doomed to live 
in ever smaller and more isolated pockets of vegetation, where food will eventually become scarce, new mates will be 
hard to find and diseases will flourish. Our involvement will inevitably lead to on-ground work for our group.

We are also involved with the Maribyrnong Rivers and Waterways Association which acts as a “voice” for our 
waterways as well as the Water Think Tank which meets monthly to educate us on the water related issues in our 
catchment so that we are better able to advocate for our waterways.

The UDCLN also employs Emma Stevens as our Junior Landcare Facilitator. Emma works with our local schools 
to educate the students on environmental matters and with them and local landcare groups to carry out midweek 
plantings; a number of which we will be involved in this year.

We are working with Willowmavin Landcare to organize a Bush Dance (see advertisement) in the Lancefield Mechanics 
Hall on Saturday, July 5.

Regardless of your strengths and weaknesses, young or old, I am sure that you can find a valued place in the 
Landcare movement that Bob Hawke initiated many years ago. We would love to see you get involved with us!

Deep Creek Landcare has nesting boxes for bats, birds, possums and phascogales for sale from $30. We also have 
Myna bird traps to lend out. Annual Landcare membership is $20 per family. You can follow us on Facebook, contact 
our President, Phil Severs (0476 324 000) or attend our monthly meetings in the Lancefield Mechanics Hall.
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WHAT’S ON AT MOUNTVIEW THEATRE 

A Skull In Connemara by Martin McDonagh is our 
3rd production for 2025 running from 15 – 31 August. 

Synopsis: A razor-sharp dark comedy set in a quiet 
Irish village where the dead don’t always stay buried — 
and neither do the secrets. Each year, gravedigger Mick 
Dowd is tasked with clearing out old graves to make space 
for the newly departed. But this year, something — or 
someone — hits a little too close to home. With biting wit 
and a mounting sense of unease, the play spirals into a 
hilariously macabre investigation of small-town gossip, 
suspicion, and the skeletons we all try to keep buried. 

The Naturally Cool Big Band return to the 
Mountview Theatre stage to perform 3 mammoth 
sets of great music on Saturday 5 July at 7.pm. 
Inspired by The Blues Brothers with charts ranging 
from modern pop, to Buble, Ellington and Count 
Basie, there’s something for everyone’s musical taste! 

The Mount Players Youth Theatre have some 
places left in their weekly drama and theatre craft 
classes for budding young actors aged 10-18. 
To book tickets and see full details on our productions, 
the visiting Big Band Show, Youth Theatre registration 
and all things theatre Go 
to www.themountplayers.com

See you at the theatre! 

Karen Hunt

Rainbow Coffee Club
The Country LGBTI Inclusion Program’s monthly 
Rainbow Coffee Club in Romsey has a new date 
and time. Facilitated by Sunbury and Cobaw Community 
Health, the group is now meeting on the second 
Thursday of each month at 10.30am, at the Romsey 
Community Co-Op.
The Rainbow Coffee Club initiative started in Kyneton in 2021 and was followed by the 

Romsey Rainbow Coffee Club in 2023. Now the team has started a new Coffee Club in 
Sunbury. All three events aim to connect LGBTI adults over a hot drink and conversation 
in a local café.

The Country LGBTI Inclusion Program (CLIP) supports the health and wellbeing 
of adult lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people in Sunbury and the 
Macedon Ranges.

“Meeting other LGBTIQA+ people and feeling part of a community can have a positive 
impact on a person’s mental and physical health,” says Mez Lanigan, SCCH’s new Senior 
Inclusive Communities Officer. “Having an opportunity to engage in regular social 
opportunities creates a sense of belonging to the community and provides a welcoming 
and safe environment to develop new friendships and link participants to other events and 
services in the area.”

For more information about CLIP, the Rainbow Coffee Clubs and other LGBTIQA+ 
programs, groups and training offered by Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health, call 
Mez Lanigan on 5421 1666 or email mez.lanigan@scchc.org.au.

COBAW 
COMMUNITY HEALTH
CALL: 
03 9744 4455

VISIT: 142 Main St, Romsey

EMAIL: 
admin@scchc.org.au

BY FAX: 
03 5422 2161

BY MAIL: 
PO Box 146, Kyneton 3444

OPENING HOURS: 
9:00am-5:00pm

ROMSEY:  
Wednesday and Thursday

SUNBURY/KYENTON:  
Monday to Friday

Environment events
To register for the following events, 

visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/environment-events

While you’re there, sign up to Council’s monthly 

environment eNews and you will be the first to hear 

about environmental news across the shire.

National Tree Day

To celebrate National Tree Day, join us for a 

community planting event at Hanging Rock on 

Monday 28 July. This is a fantastic opportunity to get 

hands-on, meet fellow nature lovers, and help restore 

the reserve with native plants. Get involved and make 

a lasting impact on our local environment.

Monday 28 July, 10am-12pm, Hanging Rock Reserve

Native Plant Propagation Workshop

Want to grow your garden without spending a cent on 

plants? Learn the science behind plant propagation 

and get practical tips on choosing the right cuttings, 

using the right tools, and giving your new plants the 

best chance to thrive.

Saturday 19 July, 11:30-12:30, Macedon
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Local Sanctuary Celebrates 
the Life-Changing 
Kindness of Volunteers

LANCEFIELD, VIC — Edgar’s Mission, one of Australia’s largest farmed animal 
sanctuaries, is honouring the extraordinary contributions of the volunteers 
who bring kindness to life for hundreds of rescued animals.
Home to over 500 animals—with more arriving regularly—the sanctuary depends on the dedication of more than 40 

volunteers from across Victoria. These generous individuals support the sanctuary in countless ways: mucking out chicken 
coops, reading to animals, maintaining gardens, assisting with transport, guiding tours, and helping in the on-site Kind Kitchen.

“Every day at Edgar’s Mission is busy, and our volunteers play an essential role in meeting the varied and ever-changing 
needs of the animals,” said Pam Ahern, Founder of Edgar’s Mission.

Reflecting on this year’s National Volunteer Week theme, Connecting Communities, Ahern added:

“Our volunteers don’t just give their time—they connect compassion with action. In doing so, they help build a 
kinder world for both animals and people. Without them, Edgar’s Mission simply wouldn’t exist. Their quiet kindness is 
behind every life saved and every 
heart touched.”

While public tours are currently 
on hold for winter, the animals 
still rely on the regular help of 
volunteers. Daily roles include 
cleaning bird houses and animal 
shelters, refilling water stations, 
washing feed bowls, and general 
property maintenance like raking—
ensuring the sanctuary remains clean, 
safe, and beautiful.

Volunteer positions are 
available on weekdays and 
weekends. Reliable, caring 
individuals are warmly welcomed and 
fully trained.

To learn more about Edgar’s 
Mission or to find out how you can 
become a volunteer, visit  
www.edgarsmission.org.au.
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At Romsey Neighbourhood House, we are all about strengthening our
community, together.

RNH is a local grassroots, not-for-profit charity dedicated to supporting our
community through a wide range of initiatives 
— but we need your help to keep them going.

From our Community FoodShare, Community Driven Transport Initiative,
and the Romsey Community Co-op & Co-op Café Barista Training Program,

to The Crooked Nook Community Op Shop, Feed it Forward Community
Lunches, and our Individual and Community Support Programs, everything

we do is about meeting local needs and creating opportunities for everyone.
Your support helps us continue this vital work. Whether it’s a donation,

volunteering your time, or spreading the word, every bit counts.
Together, we can build a stronger, more connected community.

Interested in being part of our volunteer team, 
call 5429 6724 or email: admin@romseynh.org.au

What We Have Achieved
2024 - Real Impact. Real Value.

INCOME COMMUNITY VALUE$363,791 $6,336,629

Romsey
NeighbourhoodHouse

Celebrating Our
Volunteers’ Amazing

Achievements!!
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COUNTRY WOMENS ASSOCIATION

Activities Update
CWA has partnered with Romsey Neighbourhood House 
to support individuals in need. We are supporting 
the “Hope in a Suitcase” program. See page 12 for 
more information.
We will continue to knit “Fiddle Muffs” for dementia patients

CWA is an organisation raising funds that will aide women and children in need.

The Romsey Branch members have interests including crafts and gardening and 
encourage friendship within our group and after some meetings we have a lunch 
outing.  We are involved with other CWA groups within the Macedon Ranges and 
connect with them at various functions

Separate to our monthly meetings we also have craft days on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month which often have a theme or demonstration. We always welcome visitors without 
any pressure to join and CWA  is suitable for any age group.

ROMSEY BRANCH  
OF C.W.A. INC
2025 STATE THEMES:
THEME: \S\SSharing Knowledge for 
a Secure and Sustainable Future

PRODUCT/RESOURCE: 
\SIndustrial Hemp

COUNTRY OF STUDY: \SSri Lanka

THANKSGIVING FUND: \SGo 
Girls Foundation

STATE PROJECT: \SVideo 
Conferencing Facilities – 
improving Communication 
Technology to Regional areas

CRAFT OF THE YEAR: \STraditional 
Candle Wicking

FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 

PRESIDENT: Dianne Purtill, M: 0409 214 520 ,  
SECRETARY: Wendy Foster, M: 0409175 667, or 
EMAIL: cwaromsey@gmail.com

CAPTION: from left CWA President Wendy Foster, Romsey Neighbourhood House Coordinator Michelle Balthazar, CWA Treasurer 
Dianne Irvine and CWA President Dianne Purtill



26 The Romsey Rag - July 2025

      

       



27The Romsey Rag - July 2025

 



28 The Romsey Rag - July 2025

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

 FIF Lancefield / Romsey Community Aged Care / 
Kids View Conference

It’s been a busy month for our Mini Vinnies. They have attended another Feed 
it Forward lunch in Lancefield, enjoying getting to know the attendees and 
helping out as required. But a new highlight has been forging a connection 
with Romsey Community Aged Care. We have 15 Mini Vinnies in total and 
every couple of weeks over the last month or so we’ve taken in 5 students on 
a Monday morning to join the residents in a recreational activity. There’s been 
‘Get to know you Bingo’, bocce, ten pin bowling and tomorrow we will attend 
and play word games. Getting to know the residents has been a highlight for 
our Mini Vinnies as they slowly build relationships through fun and enjoyable 
activities and interactions. It’s great to see the smiles on the residents’ faces as 
the students arrive and to see the interest and care that our students give so 
freely. This is a wonderful experience for all involved and it has been a lot of fun 
as well. We look forward to continuing our visits as the year progresses and even taking our choir later in the year for a 
Christmas sing-a-long! We’d like to thank the staff at Romsey Community Aged Care for giving us this opportunity and 
highlighting the importance of connecting our older and younger generations; they have so much to offer and learn 
from each other and it brings a smile to your face as you watch the lovely interactions that take place.

In June our Mini Vinnies also travelled to St Therese’s Primary in Essendon to attend the Bahay Tuluyan Kids 
View Conference. Bayah Tuluyan (meaning ‘house of welcome’) is a children’s rights organisation that has operated 
in the Philippines since 1987. It is working towards creating a world where every child’s rights are respected, 
protected and fulfilled. The day conference is about learning how the world works and how students can make it 
fairer for everyone. The students took part in workshops and discussions which opened their eyes to how others 
live and realising how much they have and how lucky they are to live the way they do. The end of the day saw the 
two ambassadors from the Philippines share a special presentation about their own lives - quite tear jerking at 
the conclusion.

The whole day was a fabulous experience for our 
students and they walked away with the question, “What 
can I do to make the world a better place?” We look 
forward to seeing how they will respond to this question 
over the next two terms.

Year 3/4 - Creek Excursion & 
Urban Camp

Our Yr 3/4 ‘s have been busy over the past month with 
many exciting activities. Through their Inquiry Unit 
they have been exploring their local waterways and 
investigating what impacts the running of these vital 
water systems. This unit has included a visiting speaker, 
Paul Carter to discuss local waterways as well as an 
excursion to Five Mile Creek in Woodend and Deep Creek 
in Romsey. With speakers from local Landcare groups to 
give them valuable information, (thank you Peter from 
Woodend Landcare and Phil from Deep Creek Landcare) 
these experiences were vital to their understanding about 
local waterways and how to look after them.

To top off their busy term, students had an Urban Camp 
overnight experience in Melbourne which saw them visit 
and tour the MCG, Monopoly Dreams at Melbourne 
Central, fun play at Birrarung Marr and a visit to the 
Melbourne Zoo. Unfortunately the weather wasn’t so 
great for the zoo visit but still plenty of great memories 
made and stories to tell on their return!

Get Moving at Romsey Recreation 
Centre! Programs for All Ages and Stages
There’s something for everyone at Romsey Recreation 
Centre this season, with fun and inclusive programs 
designed to keep our community active, healthy, and 
connected no matter your age or fitness level.

Back in the Game is perfect for those aged 55+ looking to 
stay social and active without the pressure of competition. 
These friendly, low-impact modified sports sessions run 
Thursdays at 9:30am and focus on fun, fitness, and 
meeting new people.

Staying Strong (55+) helps build strength, balance, 
and confidence through safe, supervised workouts in a 
supportive group setting. Join us Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays at 9:30am.

For the little ones, Active Kids offers playful, engaging 
sports sessions for children aged 3–5. These 45-minute 
classes run Mondays at 10am, helping kids build 
confidence, coordination, and a love of movement.

Open Futsal: Fast-paced indoor soccer for all skill levels. 
Every Tuesday, from 7:30pm at Romsey Recreation Centre.

First class FREE!
Classes are capped, booking is essential.
CALL TO BOOK: (03) 5429 5637
EMAIL: leisure@mrsc.vic.gov.au
Whether you’re just starting out or getting back 
into it, Romsey Rec is the place to be. Come along, 
get involved, and have fun getting active!
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Fight MND Fundraiser - Ice Bucket Relay
On Friday 13th June, St Mary’s held an Ice Bucket Relay to raise funds for Fight MND. This has become an annual event 
at our school, that includes our school leaders and sports captains making up one team to get a bucket of ice cold 
water tipped on them. This year we had the students nominate either staff or parents who they would like to see in the 
challenge team. We had 12 nominations for the challenge team but only 8 spots. So our school community had to put 
money in the jars of those they’d most like to see get iced! This was a great way to generate interest and raise funds 
for this very worthy cause. We also sold Zooper Doopers during lunch breaks and had a ‘Wear your favourite Beanie’ 
for a gold coin donation on the 13th. But the big one was the relay - our nominees were announced, four members of 
staff and four dads! This was definitely going to be lots of fun! With much anticipation and excitement the race took 
place on Friday afternoon on the Junior Oval. There was much yelling, encouragement and laughter as one by one each 
member of the student & challenge team got a bucket of very icy cold water tipped on them! But the most impressive 
part of the whole event was how much money we raised as a school community. $1300 was raised plus one of our 
school parents, Kim Alfred (through her business) added another $1000 to our total. $2300 is a brilliant effort! A huge 
thank you to all within our community for their generosity, to our challenge team members; Chris, Mick, Aaron, Peter, 
Nadia, Bec, Amanda & Pauline for being willing to take part and of course our students for their enthusiasm and efforts 
in getting their families involved. Thanks to our student team, Charlotte, Lara, Ben, Blake, Anna, Zane, Georgia and Ellie 
for also taking part and for winning the relay!! A great event for a great cause!

Jo Shannon (Community & Student Engagement)
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THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF 
CHRIST CHURCH LANCEFIELD 
WITH ST. PAUL’S ROMSEY
Rev. Matthew Browne 
P: 0401 615 099

Rev. Michael Kicevski 
P: 0432 443 0199

SUNDAY SERVICE
ROMSEY:	 9:00 am

LANCEFIELD:	 10:30 am

May God watch over us all and 
keep us safe during this testing 
time as we put our faith and trust 
in Him.

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH LANCEFIELD
WITH ST PAUL’S CHURCH ROMSEY

From the Desk
What is your favourite season? Personally, autumn is my favourite, as it combines mild 
temperatures with the beautiful colours of deciduous trees. For many, winter is often the 
least favourite, with temperatures dropping into the lower digits and the days becoming 
increasingly shorter. Winter just fails to enchant—unless, of course, we’re treated to a 
small, exciting smattering of snow!

However, winter does have its charm when you pair the cold outside with the 
opportunity to spend quality time by a warm fire. It’s these moments—gathered around 
the fire with a warm cup of our favourite brew and good company - that helps take the 
sting out of winter.

Recently, we’ve started a new small group that has been meeting on cold evenings 
throughout this winter. Despite the chill outside, we’ve been warmed by the fire, good  
company, comforting drinks, and hearty discussions around the Bible. If winter isn’t  your 
thing, perhaps we can help ease its sting. Why not join us as we let God’s Word and 
presence warms us from the inside out? Peace and Grace Rev. 

Mike Kicevski

REGULAR WEEKLY

•	 Romsey Church Service (9:00am each Sunday)
•	 Lancefield Church Service (10:30am each Sunday)

PRAYER MEETING: Christ Church Hall Lancefield Thursday 10:00

BIBLE STUDY: 	 Christ Church Lancefield Hall Thursday 10:30am - 12:00noon 
	 Thursday evening 6:30pm. Rolling weekly venue

Come and enjoy a cuppa while 
spending time pondering the Bible.

MONTHLY PARISH COMMUNITY LUNCH

The free Parish community Lunch is held each 2nd 
Saturday of the month at Christ Church Hall, next lunch 
is Saturday 12th July. All most welcome to join in on a 
delicious home-made lunch and some great company.

 ST PAUL’S OP SHOP - INTRODUCING 
ON LINE BANKING AVAILABILITY.

THE OP SHOP IS STOCKED WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF 
NEW ITEMS FOR THE FAMILY INTEREST. OPEN FRIDAY 
12:30am - 4:00pm (Friday Winter Times) & Saturday 
10:00am to 1:00pm. We look forward to seeing 
everyone in our out-standing new look Op Shop 
which is now on the Parish Web site for viewing the 
week’s specials. Your valued donations can again be 
left with us on Friday and Saturday during opening 
hours, unfortunately some donations were left outside 
of the OpShop open times. These items are either 
wet or damage owing to the weather conditions and 
unfortunately as a result, consequently need to be sent to 
the tip. Please note that owing to regulations we cannot 
accept electrical goods, prams, baby cots, furniture or 
mattresses. Your ongoing support and donations is much 
valued and appreciated.
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR TIM

IT ALL CHANGES WHEN JESUS TOUCHES YOUR LIFE

In the Old Testament part of the Bible, there is a focus 
on ritual purity and in particular on things that would 
make you unclean or ritually impure. Things such as 
touching a dead body, a person with bodily discharges 
or skin issues and even certain animals.

When Jesus comes along, he completely changes these taboos. In the Gospel of Matthew, 
we see him healing a leper (Matthew 8:1-4), healing a women who had been subject to 
bleeding for 12 years (Matthew 9:20-22) and raising a dead girl back to life (Matthew 9:18-19 
& 23-26). All of these occurred because of a touch of Jesus.

In each instance, Jesus should have gone through the purification process as He had 
touched something unclean. However, the touch of Jesus cancelled the impurity because He 
was not defiled (He had no sin).

It is like that when Jesus touches our life. We will have things in our life that we’ve done, 
we’ve said or even things that have happened to us, through no fault of our own, that we 
think makes us unclean and unworthy. Yet, when we let Jesus touch our life and let Him touch 
those areas where we consider ourselves unclean, His touch will cancel the impurity and He 
will make you clean.

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved 
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:5 (NIV))

Please join us for one of our services at 10am each Sunday at 7 Mitchell Court 
in Romsey.

ENCOURAGE 
CHURCH ROMSEY
WORSHIP SERVICE:  
Sundays @ 10am

SENIOR PASTOR: 
Pastor Tim Emonson

OFFICE: 7 Mitchell Court, Romsey

P: (03) 5429 6327

EMAIL: 
office@encouragechurch.com.au

WEBSITE: 
www.encouragechurch.com.au

•	 Mainly Music

•	 Children’s Church

•	 Before & After School Care

•	 Youth Activities

Come along to one of our Sunday morning services at 10am and check out our seats - everyone is welcome! 
If you would like to know more about Encourage Church, come along to one of our activities! You can also check us out on 
our website www.encouragechurch.com.au or email us at office@encouragechurch.com.au.
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ST. MARY’S PARISH - 
LANCEFIELD & ROMSEY
27-29 Chauncey Street Lancefield & 
85 Main Road Romsey

PRESBYTERY OFFICE HOURS:  
Wed & Fri 8am - 5pm

E:	 lancefield@cam.org.au

P:	 5429 2130

Parish Priest 
Fr. John Healy  
C/- Woodend Presbytery 
P:	 5427 2690

SCHOOL WEBSITE: 
www.smlancefield.catholic.edu.au

ST. MARY’S PARISH LANCEFIELD & ROMSEY

CURRENT MASS TIMES:
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS: Saturday Vigil Mass has returned. Vigil Mass will be celebrated 
each Saturday evening at 6:30pm in the Lancefield Church.

SUNDAY MASS: Sunday Mass will be celebrated at 9am and will alternate between 
Lancefield & Romsey. 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month in Romsey, 2nd, 4th & 5th 
Sundays of the month in Lancefield.

SATURDAY HEALING MASS: The Healing Mass will be celebrated at 10:30am in Romsey 
on the 1st Saturday of each month.

WEEKDAY MASS:
•	 Thursday 9:30am at Romsey Church •	 Friday 9:30am at Lancefield Church

BAPTISMS: Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday of the month at 2:30pm. Please contact 
the office for the next available dates.

SACRAMENTS – 2025: Bookings are open for parish children to register for Holy 
Communion and Confirmation in 2025. Holy Communion available to Yr 4 & above and 
Confirmation available to Yr 6 & above. Please contact the office if you would like to 
register your child.

RECONCILIATION: Reconciliation is held on the 2nd Saturday of the month at 10am in 
St. Ambrose Church in Woodend. Reconciliation is held on the 4th Saturday of the month 
at 10am in St. Mary’s Church in Lancefield. Should a parishioner want private Reconciliation, 
please contact Fr. John directly at Woodend on 5427 2690 to make arrangement.

Please direct enquiries to the parish office on 5429 2130 or by email at lancefield@cam.org.au

For funeral arrangements, please contact: Fr. John on 5427 2690 or by email 
at woodend@cam.org.au

O
BETTER LIVING

STEO

• Back and neck pain
• Headaches
• TMJ Dysfunction

• Sports injuries
• Tendonitis and bursitis
• Joint sprains

Call us on (03) 4311 1876 to find out if
Osteopathy is right for you.

Open Monday - Saturday. 
Evening appointments available.

28 Wrixon Street Romsey
www.betterlivingosteo.com.au

/betterlivingosteo
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ROMSEY UNITING CHURCH
WEBSITE:  www.macedonrangesunitingchurch.org.au/worship-services

God of Hope, Christ with Us
In our darkness you see the spark of your light.

In our struggles you wrestle with us. In our pain and suffering, you hurt with us.

In our weakness you lend us your strength. In our ignorance, you try to teach us wisdom.

In our selfishness, you lead us to your way of the cross.

In the breaking down of our relationships you pave the way towards reconciliation.

In our falling short of your glory, you lift our eyes to see our potential.

Into our desperation you bring hope. Into our brokenness you bring healing.

Into our failure you bring redemption. Into our living you bring meaning and purpose.

Into our dying you bring life. God of Hope, Christ with us, in your image we are created.

In you we are made complete. In your way we seek to follow.

In your truth we are revealed. In you we find life.

God of Hope, redeem and transform us, that we may truly be your people. This we 
ask. Amen.

Sunday May 25th, a small group of people enjoyed a concert by the Singularity Choir 
who performed the Gilbert & Sullivan Opereta “Iolanthe’ at the Romsey Uniting 
Church. It was a lovely day and everyone there enjoyed the performance and a great 
afternoon tea. Thankyou to everyone who attended and made the day so good. We 
raised $560.00 for the different charities we support.

THE UNITING CHURCH IN 
AUSTRALIA MACEDON 
RANGES PARTNERSHIP
Romsey Congregation 
25 Pohlman Street, 
Romsey 3434 (P.O. Box 264)

Worship Services 
SUNDAY, 9:30am

Minister 
Pastor Annette Buckley 
P:	 5429 5351 
	 0457 608 539

Chairperson 
Mr. Noel Shaw 
P:	 5429 5509

Secretary 
Mrs. Jenifer Clampit 
P:	 5429 5480

Let the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts and homes. 
Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly. 
God comes to us, 
each and every one. 
God bless you every day.
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Download Australia’s 
BEST Christian App

Free in your  
app store or  
vision.org.au/app

TUNE-IN

Enjoy premium 

Christian radio 

in your town

87.6 FM

*T&C’S APPLY

TICKETS START AT $14*

AVAILABLE ONLINE AND ONSITE

EXPERIENCE  
THE NEW  
FILM AT IMAX 
ELEPHANTS  
3D

BOOK NOW!
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Macedon Ranges

Agents also servicing  Castlemaine  |  Daylesford & Hepburn Shire  |  Sunbury   |  Toorak  |  South Yarra  |  Prahran  |  Windsor  |  Albert Park  |  Port Melbourne

We've been busy selling - 
and we're ready to sell yours next.

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

23 Bent Street, Macedon

11 Hyperno Court, New Gisborne

8 Davy Street, Woodend

6 Wrixon Street, Romsey

( RHYS NUTTALL ) 

0438 383 221 

rhys@boundrealestate.com.au

( DAMIEN WALDER )

0439 391 569 

damien@boundrealestate.com.au

( LYNNE PAYNE ) 

0479 068 228 

lynne@boundrealestate.com.au

( CAROLYN RYAN )

0407 393 079 

carolyn@boundrealestate.com.au

( PAUL BOHAN ) 

0413 594 224 

paul@boundrealestate.com.au

( ALEX WHITE ) 

0488 990 212 

alex@boundrealestate.com.au

( SHANTELLE CARDWELL-SMITH ) 

0421 217 582 

shantelle@boundrealestate.com.au

Scan the QR Code to visit our website: 
boundrealestate.com.au


