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STATISTICS SHOW
‘CREASED FIRE RISK
DURING WINTER

The Romsey Brigade reminds all residents that with the
onset of winter, the risk of experiencing a house fire in-
creases. Last year CFA attended 1166 residential house
fires across the state, on average, the highest percent-
ages of residential house fires occur in winter. There
were eight residential fire fatalities last year and, while
this is a 50 per cent decrease on the previous year, we all
still need to be careful in our homes to reduce the risk of
experiencing a house fire.

community groups and sen-
iors groups.” Phil added. “If
you want further information,
contact Peter Moore on 03
5429 6951

CFA also encouraged all
people to make sure they
have a working smoke alarm
and that everyone in the
household knows what to do
if a fire staris. It has been a
number of years since the installation of smoke alarms
and many have reached the end of their useful life.
Smoke alarms have a life expectancy of only 10 years
and even though the smoke

The majority of house fires start
in the kitchen, with common
causes being cooking left unat-
tended on the stove and faulty
electrical appliances or over-
inaded power points.

A statistics also show:
* 20 per cent of fires were caused by heat from

fuet fires and fuei-powered objects such as
stoves and heaters;

L Faulty or overloaded electrical equipment
caused 20 per cent of fires

CFA has a number of winter safety programs aimed to
raise awareness of the increased risk of fires in the home
during winter.

“There is a great deal people can do to prevent fires from
starting. Don’t leave cooking or appliances unattended.
Make sure appliances are in good condition and repaired
by a qualified person, Ensure that portable heaters are
not too close to furniture or clothing, and that open fires
have secure fire screens around them,” said Lieutenant
Phillip Norton of the Romsey Fire Brigade. “We conduct
free community education sessions on fire safety for

If your smoke alarm is more than 10
years old, replace it!

atarm rmay ‘beep’ when you
press the test button, this
doesn’'t necessarily indicate
that the chamber is still de-
tecting smoke particles
should you experience a house fire.

“The Romsey Brigade has been to a number of fires
where the smoke alarm has failed to work. Often this is
because the occupants have removed the battery or
failed to change the battery,” Lieutenant Phil Norton said.
"Many people do not realise that smoke alarms have a
life span of 10 years and that smoke alarms should be
replaced after this time,” he said.

Smoke alarms should be disposed of by returning them
to the supplier, as indicated on the labelling, or you can
take them to household chemical collection days. Reguia-
tions retating to the disposal of smoke alarms are cur-
rentiy under review. It is anticipated that they will be
changed in the near future to atlow for the disposat of
smoke alarms with normal household waste.

Smoke atarm batteries including alkaline, lithium, lithium
ion, nickel metai hydride and zinc air may be safely dis-
posed of with nermal household waste.

If your smoke alarm is more than 10 years old, replace it!

Please state whether you are a boy or giri.

RRag, along with the winning story.

ROMSEY RAG SHORT STORY COMPETITION

Piease fill out the entry coupon below and send it with your entry. You must get mum or dad's permission to enter.

This competition is open to all children of primary school age, and currently attending primary school.

The closing date for entries is July 11th, 2004. Stories should be no tonger than 750 words.

Entries must be accompanied by the entrant’s name, age. address. phone number and the name of the school they attend.

Entries should be forwarded to Muffi, Ragamuffins {Romsey Rag) C/- Romsey Primary School, Station Street, Romsey.
Entries will be judged by a panei of three judges, and their decision will be final.
The winner and runner up will be notified by phone. These names will be published in the August edition of the Romsey

Parent's name:

Name: Age: | attend Primary School
Address:
Phone number: lam a  boy gifl (Circie whichever is appropriate)

Parental Consent: | give permission for my child to enter the Romsey Rag Short Story Competition, and for his/her
ne to be published in the Romsey Rag if he/she is the winner or runner-up.

Parent’s signature:
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How Good is Romsey Soil ?
Two months ago the Romsey Rag had a small item about farmland, and a petition circulated asking Council to look in
more detail at the type of soil north of Romsey, including along Five Mile Creek.

What happened?

Over two hundred people signed the petition .. it caused talk, because it involved land, some people felt that landhold-
ers should be free to cut land up if they wanted and other people said some soil was extra special and should not be
built on. Others felt development was happening too fast and wasn't creating the footpaths and town facilities that
would be needed. And no-one believed that we had enough water.

Council considered the petition ...it caused discussion because Councillors were aware that rural living zones had to
be looked at again, and they took seriously that people were concerned. One councillor noted 7 people came from
outside the area. Council decided to look at this as part of work from the review of the municipal strategic statement
{a basic town planning paper) shortly.

How Good is Romsey’s Soil?
It is one thing to hear from people farming the area for years, but what do the studies say? Previous councillors quoted
studies done by the old Romsey Councit. The maps and study in 1994 were hard to find, but the results are as follows:

The soil north of Romsey is valcanic soil. Apart from the peaks of ridges (which are the cones of oid voicanos!) and
the steep sides of creeks, which have poor capability for agricuiture or houses, the mgjority of this plain has ‘generaily
a higher capabilit}; for agricuiture as a land use... due to a favourable climate, very gentle too moderate slopes and
productive soils.”

The soil type just north of Romsey has two codes, Qvf and Qvg. Both have a depth to rock (of soil) of over one  re
(Qvf) and between 2 to 3 metres (Qvg). Qvg has no limitations to agricuiture. One pocket of it is right under the
Romsey business centre! In 1860, settlers were more worried about being near water than land for food. Qvg is also
along some of the north side of Five Mile Creek, around the main road near Huchinsons Lane and Boundary Road,
and east of Tickawarra Road. A large tract stretches from Lancefield and Monument Road southward, even to some of
Kerrie. Apart from the cones and creek drainage, the rest of the area between Lancefield and Romsey is Qvf — pro-
ductive soil except for the potential for water erosion.

Anyone more interested can find the study at PIRVIC in Bendigo.

Take Off Weight Naturally
T.O.W.N. Clubs of Victoria

If you have a weight problem, we might be able
to help you.

TOWN CLUBS OF VICTORIA is a veluntary or-
ganisation to encourage weight loss through
weekly meetings which include weigh-in and
group therapy. Members are encouraged to
adopt a healthy controlled eating style and take
up suitable exercise — no artificial methods are
permitted.

TOWN CLUBS OF VICTORIA provide a non-
expensive, encouraging environment that raises
your self-esteem as you work towards, and then
maintain, your goal weight.

Meetings are held weekly at St. Mary's Parish
Hall, Romsey, Tuesday nights; weigh-in from
7 — 7.20pm, meeting from 7.30pm.

For more details contact:
Belinda Mitchell 5429 6740
Judy Van Den Heuvel 5429 5692

ROMSEY LICENSED
POST OFFICE

OFFERS THE FOLLOWING
SERVICES:

BILL PAYING
FAX SERVICE
PHOTOCOPYING
LAMINATING
OPTUS PRE-PAID PHONE CARDS
TELSTRA PHONEAWAY
TELSTRA PRE-PAID PHONE CARDS
PASSPORT APPLICATIONS
OFFICE STATIONERY
CITILINK DAY PASSESS
COMPUTER DISKS
COMMONWEALTH
NATIONAL &
GIROPOST BANKING
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Five Mile Creek Newy

The Walking Bridge at Pohlman Street

Balloons and ribbons decorated the new bridge one recent Saturday when Cr. Heather Gee officially opened the
bridge. It's now well used.

A correction ... the bridge has been gone for longer than twenty years, AND it seems Council took it away, not a flood
{perhaps it had been damaged). The best estimate we have is that it was taken away in the late fifties or early sixties!
Thankyou to older residents who searched their memories for this.

DIRT ... DIRT .. DIRT...

Have you got some spare dirt!!! Seriously the bicycle dirt jumps need more dirt ... 150m of it to be precise, A truck-
load or two.

If you are landscaping, or next door is building and levelling the block, think of the boys’ jumps, mention it to your
neighbour, of ring up. The jumps are being built for all levels of skills, and more jumps are needed.

Please ring Grant on 5429 5841 or leave a message on 5429 5283

Also .. the jumps are not for motorcycle dirt bikes ... there is a fantastic course up and down hillsides at
Buckleys Lane for the motor bikes - on the left as you go to Springfield Rd. Check it out if you haven’t seen
t' in action up there!

The Clean-Up

A small band ... eight of us attacked the willows along the creek, and the overgrowth along the banks. Having a rider
mower really helped to cleanup the creek edge. Please don't leave it to one or two “OTHERS' ... make it a way to
keep fit to come down once a year! Next month we'll tell you the next clean-up day.

OR ring up one of us!

Andrew Sheil & Peta Gale 5429 6168  Sue Kirkegard 5429 523 Jay Brooks 5429 6163 Lisa Weston 5429 6440
Kerry Stott 5429 6160
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LANCEFIELD COTTAGE FLORIST & GIFTS
STOCKTAKE SALE

20% to 50% off all Giftware

OPEN 7 DAYS
24 High Street, Lancefield
Phone: 5429 22358

*Excludes Fresh Flowers
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*Sorry ‘NO LAY-BY
SALE ENDS JUNE 30"
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ATTENTION

Wanted known a person who still has
knitting skills.

As [ am a large person I would like some-
one to knit me a cardigan for which they
would be amply rewarded.

Phone: 9375 7847 Fax: 9375 7867
Mobile: 0438 305 731

Probus Club

Romsey -
Lancefield

Meetings of the Romsey —
Lancefieid Probus Club are
held on the 4th Thursday of
each month at St Mary's
Church Hall, corner Main and Barry Streets, Romsey,
at 10.00am.

Probus is open to all retired and semi-retired people to
enjoy a great social and friendly atmosphere.

Contact
Robert Barry (President) on 5428 5194
Dorcthy Hayes (Secretary) on 5429 1225

25 Pohlman Street

Minister: Rev Alan Williams
25 William Street
Romsey 3434

What's News

Most people don't particularly like cold weather. What joy
is there is losing the feeling in your fingers and toes (and
nose, for that matter)? To feel cold is to feel miserable,
especially when it's cold and wet (although a bit of wet
would be appreciated by most people at the moment).
However, there are those people who look forward to win-
ter eagerly. For some, it means snow, and show means
skiing (and partying). For others, it means a holiday, a
break from the busy-ness and routine of the rest of the
year. Others might not enjoy the cold, but they do enjoy
gathering around a fire, feeling cosy and warm, sharing
time {and maybe a nice drop of red, especially a local red)
with famity and friends.

We all have our likes and dislikes. We all have associa-
tions that we make to common images, both positive and
negative. The cold of winter is just one example. Dark-
ness is another,

For many people, darkness is associated with evil and
danger, while light is associated with goodness and
safety. That association, perhaps, is another reason to

dislike winter, as there is iess sunlight and more darkness,

However some people associate darkness with quiet and
peace, a time of escape and sclitude, an oasis amid the
constant bombardment of sound and colour in the media
(and life in general).

We are all different. What might be enjoyable for one per-
son could be boring, or even torment, for someone else.
What is helpful for one person can be difficult or a barrier
to someone else.

The challenge for the church today is to recognise these
differences and try to offer a range of ways of experienc-
ing and understanding God in the world. One person and
one place can't do it all. That's one of the reasons that
there are different churches in our community.

Romsey Uniting Church

Ph/Fax: 5429 5351
mobile:0408 380 962

Many people are disillusioned by the church, or have bad
memories and experiences. | ask and pray that you might
recognise that as being one part of the church in one
place. Maybe another place, another experience, will give
you what you need. Give us (any of us) a iry.

Rev Alan Williams
On behalf of the Romsey Uniting Church | wish everyone
a safe and enjoyable School holidays.
What's On
6 June  9:00am worship and Sunday Schoot, inciuding
Holy Communion. The theme for the day is
understanding God as Trinity.
12:00pm UCAF Winter Luncheon, witl wial
guest pianist/singer/speaker Peter Breen from
the Christian Blind Mission international. (Yes,
he is blind, and yes, he's a very accomplished
musician and entertainer). Cost: $10. There
will aiso be a trading table, and Peter will have
CDs and cassettes for sale. REVP: Hazel Al-
len {5429 5395}
9:00am worship and Sunday Schoot.
9:00am worship and Sunday School. In this
seyvice we will celebrate the anniversary of the
Uniting Church in Australia {22 June, 1977).
This is also the last Sunday Scheol for second
term.
9-00am worship.
11:30am Bring and share casserole luncheon
at Lancefield UC. Guest speaker will be Chris
McDonnell from Orana Family Services.
9:00am worship, including Holy Communion.
hese

9 June

13 June
20 June

27 June

4 July
You are most welcome fo come along to any
events and share in our life together.

if you have any questions about the Christian faith or the
church, please feel free to ask Rev Alan.
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